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1. 背景阅读材料
The Nature of Critical Thinking: An Outline of Critical Thinking Dispositions and Abilities 
Robert H. Ennis Revised, 2012  

http://www.criticalthinking.net/longdefinition.html
Critical thinking is reasonable and reflective thinking focused on deciding what to believe or do. This definition I believe captures the core of the way the term is used in the critical thinking movement. In deciding what to believe or do, one is helped by the employment of a set of critical thinking dispositions and abilities that I shall outline below. These aspects of critical thinking can serve as a set of comprehensive goals for a critical thinking curriculum and its assessment. Usefulness in curriculum decisions, teaching, and assessment, not elegance or mutual exclusiveness, is the purpose of this outline. For the sake of brevity, clarification in the form of examples, qualifications, and more detail, including more criteria, are omitted, but can be found in sources listed below, especially "Critical Thinking: A Streamlined Conception" (1991a) and "A Taxonomy of Critical Thinking Dispositions and Abilities (1987a), but most fully in my Critical Thinking (1996a). Recent emphases (added since these items apeared) deal with graphs & maths and elementary statistics.

This is only a critical thinking content outline. It does not specify grade level, curriculum sequence, emphasis, teaching approach, or type of subject-matter content involved (standard subject-matter content, general knowledge content, streetwise-knowledge content, special knowledge content, etc.). For assessment purposes it could provide a basis for developing a table of specifications and the preparation of assessment rubrics. 

Although the word 'critical' in the English language is sometimes used in a negative sense, this conception of critical thinking is not negative. Also, it does not treat critical thought as persuasion, but critical thought will, we hope, be more persuasive than uncritical thought. The future of democracy depends on it.

This outline is the encapsulation of many years of work in the elaboration of the simple definition of critical thinking given above.Thus it distinguishes between critical thinking dispositions and abilities.

CRITICAL THINKING DISPOSITIONS

Ideal critical thinkers are disposed to 

1. Care that their beliefs be true (see note #2 below), and that their decisions be justified; that is, care to "get it right" to the extent possible; including to
   a. Seek alternative hypotheses, explanations, conclusions, plans, sources, etc.; and be open to them 
   b. Consider seriously other points of view than their own 
   c. Try to be well informed
   d. Endorse a position to the extent that, but only to the extent that, it is justified by the information that is available 
   e. Use their critical thinking abilities 

2. Care to understand and present a position honestly and clearly, theirs as well as others'; including to
   a. Discover and listen to others' view and reasons 
   b. Be clear about the intended meaning of what is said, written, or otherwise communicated, seeking as much precision as the situation requires 
   c. Determine, and maintain focus on, the conclusion or question 
   d. Seek and offer reasons 
   e. Take into account the total situation 
   f. Be reflectively aware of their own basic beliefs 

3. Care about every person. (This is an auxiliary, not constitutive, disposition. Although this concern for people is not constitutive, critical thinking can be dangerous without it.) Caring critical thinkers
   a. Avoid intimidating or confusing others with their critical thinking prowess, taking into account others' feelings and level of understanding 
   b. Are concerned about others' welfare 

CRITICAL THINKING ABILITIES

The following abilities numbered 1 to 4 involve basic clarification; 5 and 6, the bases for a decision; 7 to 9, inference; 10 and 11, advanced clarification; and 12 and 13, supposition and integration. Abilities 14 to 16 are auxiliary abilities, not constitutive of critical thinking, but very helpful. 

Ideal critical thinkers have the ability to: 

    (Basic Clarification, 1 to 4)
1.  Focus on a question:  
   a. Identify or formulate a question 
   b. Identify or formulate criteria for judging possible answers 
   c. Keep the question and situation in mind 

2.  Analyze arguments: 
   a. Identify conclusions 
   b. Identify reasons or premises
   c. Ascribe or identify simple assumptions (see also ability 10) 
   c. Identify and handle irrelevance 
   d. See the structure of an argument 
   e. Summarize 

3. Ask and answer clarification and/or challenge questions, such     as: 
   a. Why? 
   b. What is your main point? 
   c. What do you mean by·? 
   d. What would be an example?
   e. What would not be an example (though close to being one)?
   f. How does that apply to this case (describe a case, which appears to be a counterexample)?
   g. What difference does it make?
   h. What are the facts? 
   i. Is this what you are saying:__________________?
   j. Would you say more about that?

4. Read and use graphs & maths:
   a. Read graphs, scatterplots, tables, bar charts, etc.
   b. Do and understand arithmetic and elementary mathematics
 
    (Two Bases for a Decision: 5 and 6)
5. Judge the credibility of a source. Major criteria (but not necessary conditions): 
   a. Expertise 
   b. Lack of conflict of interest 
   c. Agreement with other sources 
   d. Reputation 
   e. Use of established procedures 
   f. Known risk to reputation (the source’s knowing of a risk to reputation, if wrong)
   g. Ability to give reasons 
   h. Careful habits 

6. Observe, and judge observation reports. Major criteria (but not necessary conditions, except for the first): 
   a. Minimal inferring involved 
   b. Short time interval between observation and report 
   c. Report by the observer, rather than someone else (that is, the report is not hearsay) 
   d. Provision of records 
   e. Corroboration 
   f. Possibility of corroboration 
   g. Good access 
   h. Competent employment of technology, if technology applies 
   i. Satisfaction by observer (and reporter, if a different person) of the credibility criteria in Ability # 4 above

(Note: A third basis is your own established conclusions.)

    (Inference, 7 to 9)
7. Deduce, and judge deduction: 
   a. Class logic 
   b. Conditional logic 
   c. Interpretation of logical terminology, including 
      (1) Negation and double negation 
      (2) Necessary and sufficient condition language 
      (3) Such words as "only", "if and only if", "or", "some", "unless", and "not both"
   d. Qualified deductive reasoning (a loosening for practical purposes) 

8. Make material inferences (roughly “induction”): 
   a. To generalizations. Broad considerations: 
      (1) Typicality of data, including valid sampling where appropriate 
      (2) Volume of instances 
      (3) Conformity of instances to generalization
      (4) Having a principled way of dealing with outliers
   b. To explanatory hypotheses
     (This is IBE: “inference-to-best-explanation”, more accurately described as "argument to best explanation"):
      (1) Major types of explanatory conclusions and hypotheses: 
        (a) Specific and general causal claims 
        (b) Claims about the beliefs and attitudes of people 
        (c) Interpretation of authors’ intended meanings 
        (d) Historical claims that certain things happened (including criminal accusations) 
        (e) Reported definitions 
        (f) Claims that some proposition is an unstated, but used, reason 
      (2) Characteristic investigative activities 
        (a) Designing experiments, including planning to control variables 
        (b) Seeking evidence and counterevidence, including statistical significance, correlations, mean differences, and standard deviations 
        (c) Seeking other possible explanations 
      (3) Criteria, the first four being essential, the fifth being desirable 
        (a) The proposed conclusion would explain or help explain the     evidence 
        (b) The proposed conclusion is consistent with all known facts 
        (c) Competitive alternative explanations are inconsistent with facts
        (d) A competent sincere effort has been made to find supporting and opposing data, and alternative hypotheses
        (e) The proposed conclusion seems plausible and simple, fitting into the broader picture 

9. Make and judge value judgments
Important factors: 
   a. Background facts 
   b. Consequences of accepting or rejecting the judgment 
   c. Prima facie application of acceptable principles 
   d. Alternatives 
   e. Balancing, weighing, deciding 

    (Advanced Clarification, 10 and 11)
10. Define terms and judge definitions, using appropriate criteria 
    Three basic dimensions are form, function (act), and content. A fourth, more advanced dimension is handling equivocation. 
   a. Definition form. For criteria for forms 1 through 4 and 6, see Ennis (1996, Ch 12 & 13). For #5 see Ennis (1964, 1969c).
      (1) Synonym 
      (2) Classification 
      (3) Range 
      (4) Equivalent-expression 
      (5) Operational 
      (6) Example and non-example 
   b. Definitional functions (acts)
      (1) Report a meaning (criteria: the five for an explanatory hypothesis)
      (2) Stipulate a meaning (criteria: convenience, consistency, avoidance of impact equivocation) 
      (3) Express a position on an issue (positional definitions, including     "programmatic" and "persuasive" definitions) criteria: those for a position     (Ennis 2001)
   c. Content of the definition 
   d. Identifying and handling equivocation (Ennis 1996)

11. Attribute unstated assumptions (an ability that belongs under both basic clarification (2b) and inference (7b1f)) 
   a. Pejorative flavor (dubiousness or falsity): commonly but not always associated to some degree with the different types of assumptions. Criteria: See #4 through #8 above.
   b. Types: 
      (1) Presuppositions (required for a proposition to make sense)
      (2) Needed assumptions (needed by the reasoning to be at its strongest, but not logically necessary (Ennis 1982c)), (called “assumptions of the argument” by Hitchcock (1985))
      (3) Used assumptions (judged by hypothesis-testing criteria, 8b3 above, Ennis 1982c), called “assumptions of the arguer” by Hitchcock (1985)

    (Supposition and Integration, 12 and 13)
12. Consider and reason from premises, reasons, assumptions, positions,
and other propositions with which one disagree or about which one is in doubt, without letting the disagreement or doubt interfere with one's thinking
("suppositional thinking") 

13.  Integrate the dispositions and other abilities in making and defending a decision 
  
    (Auxiliary abilities, 13 to 15)
14.  Proceed in an orderly manner appropriate to the situation: 
   a. Follow problem solving steps 
   b. Monitor their own thinking (that is, engage in metacognition) 
   c. Employ a reasonable critical thinking checklist 

15.  Be sensitive to the feelings, level of knowledge, and degree of sophistication of others 

16. Employ appropriate rhetorical strategies in discussion and
presentation (oral and written), including employing and reacting to "fallacy" labels in an appropriate manner. Examples of fallacy labels are "circularity," 
"bandwagon," "post hoc," "equivocation," "non sequitur," and "straw person”. Criteria for judgments underlying the appropriate use of fallacy labels appear in aspects 1-13 above. 
 
SUMMARY AND COMMENTS

    In brief, the ideal critical thinker is disposed to try to "get it right," to present a position honestly and clearly, and to care about others (this last being auxiliary, not constitutive); furthermore the ideal critical thinker has the ability to clarify, to seek and judge well the basis for a view, to infer wisely from the basis, to imaginatively suppose and integrate, and to do these things with dispatch, sensitivity, and rhetorical skill. 

    In presenting this outline of critical thinking dispositions and abilities, I have only attempted to depict, rather than defend, them. The defense would require much more space than is available, but would follow two general paths: 1) examining the traditions of good thinking in existing successful disciplines of inquiry, and 2) seeing how we go wrong when we attempt to decide what to believe or do. 

    In any teaching situation for which critical thinking is a goal, whether it be a separate critical thinking course or module, or one in which the critical thinking content is infused in (making critical thinking principles explicit) or immersed in (not making critical thinking principles explicit) standard subject-matter content, or some mixture of these; all of the dispositions, as well as the suppositional and integrational abilities (# 11 and #12) and auxiliary abilities (#13 through #15) are applicable all the time and should permeate the instruction to the extent that time and student ability permit. 

    I have only attempted to outline a usable and defensible set of critical thinking aspects, including criteria for making judgments. Space limitations have precluded exemplifying their application n real situations, though I have done so elsewhere. See below. However, aspects are the place to start. I hope that this outline provides a useful basis on which to build curriculum, teaching, and assessment. 

The meaning, significance, and application of some of the above aspects might not be apparent to some, who might find the following items, which contain many examples, to be of help. Furthermore detailed criteria for deduction, assumption ascription and definition are not provided in the above outline of the nature of critical thinking because they are too complex for a brief listing. Elaboration of these criteria can be found for deduction in Ennis (2004, 1996a, 1981a, 1976, 1975, 1971, 1969a, 1969b); for assumption ascription, elaboration can be found most fully in Ennis (1982c), but to some extent also Ennis (2001, 1996a, 1961); and for definition in Ennis (1996a, 1981b, 1980, 1974a, 1969a, 1969c, and 1964a). Exemplification of the application of most or all criteria is presented in 1996a, 1991a, 1991b, 1991c, 1987a, 1985b, 1981b, 1980). Comprehensive presentations without exemplification are in Ennis (2011a, 2002). Other and earlier presentations can be found in Ennis (2011b, 2011c, 2011d, 2007, 2006, 2001, 1996b, 1987b, 1985a, 1982a, 1982b, 1981b, 1980, 1974b, 1973, 1969a, 1968, 1964a, 1964b, 1962, 1959a). A complete list of my publications can be found on my academic cv.

Shamed! Armstrong stripped of all seven Tour titles as he gives up dope fight

By JONATHAN MCEVOY
PUBLISHED: 05:21 GMT, 24 August 2012 | UPDATED: 10:28 GMT, 25 August 2012
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sport/othersports/article-2192884/Lance-Armstrong-stripped-Tour-France-titles-deciding-contest-doping-charges.html

Lance Armstrong's status as an icon of sport is in tatters after he was stripped of his seven Tour de France victories amid allegations he was a systematic doping cheat.

At the end of cycling’s darkest of many drug-tainted days, the American who beat cancer was punished after deciding to stop fighting the claims.

The United States Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) issued a statement which laid out a litany of charges against the 40-year-old, banned him from cycling for life and erased him from every race in which he had competed since 1998.

Friday's events bring an ignominious end to one of the greatest sporting fairytales ever told. He was the Texan who was given a less than 40 per cent chance of living after testicular cancer spread to his lungs, abdomen and brain.

But three years later in 1999, after chemotherapy, he won his first Tour de France at the age of 28. His reputation was further enhanced by his charity work with the Lance Armstrong Foundation, which raised £250million through the sale of yellow Livestrong bracelets.

For a decade he was strident and litigious in protecting himself from innuendo that  suggested his success — which won him a £80m fortune — was built on drug taking.

But in Friday’s final chain of events, knowing all the evidence USADA had and having lost a lawsuit on Monday challenging the body’s jurisdiction, he effectively turned the needle of suspicion upon himself: he said he would not contest the charges brought by USADA.

It was a course of action that was interpreted by all but  Armstrong’s most ardent  supporters as evidence of guilt.

It saved him from the drawn-out embarrassment of a public hearing. It also allowed him to maintain his innocence even as he publicly quit the fight.

USADA’s statement read: ‘The anti-doping rule

2) Possession of prohibited substances and/or methods including EPO, blood transfusions and related equipment (such as needles, blood bags, storage containers and other transfusion equipment and blood parameters measuring devices), testosterone, corticosteroids and masking agents.

3) Trafficking of EPO, tes-tosterone, and corticosteroids.

4) Administration and/or attempted administration to others of EPO, testosterone, and cortisone.

5) Assisting, encouraging, aiding, abetting, covering up and other complicity involving one or more anti-doping rule violations and/or attempted anti-doping rule violations.’

Armstrong, echoing his typically defensive tone of the last few years, said in an 871-word statement: ‘If I thought for one moment that by participating in USADA’s process, I could  confront these allegations in a fair setting and — once and for all — put these charges to rest, I would jump at the chance.

‘But I refuse to participate in a process that is so one-sided and unfair. Regardless of what (USADA chief executive) Travis Tygart says, there is zero physical evidence to support his  outlandish and heinous claims. The only physical evidence here is the hundreds of controls I have passed with flying colours. I made myself available around the clock and around the world. In competition. Out of competition. Blood. Urine. Whatever they asked for I provided. What is the point of all this testing if, in the end, USADA will not stand by it?’ He added: ‘There comes a point in every man’s life when he has to say, “Enough is enough”. For me, that time is now.

‘I have been dealing with claims that I cheated and had an unfair advantage in winning my seven Tours since 1999. Over the past three years, I have been subjected to a two-year federal criminal investigation followed by (USADA chief executive) Travis Tygart’s unconstitutional witch hunt. The toll this has taken on my family, and my work for our foundation and on me leads me to where I am today — finished with this nonsense.’

Tygart said: ‘This is a heart-breaking example of how the win-at-all-costs culture of sport, if left unchecked, will overtake fair, safe and honest competition, but for clean athletes, it is a reassuring reminder that there is hope for future generations to compete on a level playing field without the use of performance-enhancing drugs.’

The incriminating evidence against him was pieced together by USADA, following on from a US federal investigation. Several former team-mates, including proven dope cheats Floyd Landis and Tyler Hamilton, gave  evidence. A dozen witnesses agreed to testify.

As for cycling’s governing body, UCI, they questioned USADA’s jurisdiction in expunging Armstrong’s record. They could yet challenge the action at the Court of Arbitration for Sport.

Going to CAS seems pointless. Why fight if he is a cheat? They would do better standing up against the port’s abysmal record.

All but three of the top five riders in the seven Tours Armstrong won had been implicated in drug use before Friday. Now that figures stands at two.

LANCE ARMSTRONG FACTFILE

1971: Born September 18, in Dallas.
1991: Signs with Subaru-Montgomery and becomes US national amateur champion.
1992: Moves to the Motorola team. Secures place in US Olympic team but finishes 14th in road race in Barcelona.
1993: Crowned US national champion. Wins first stage in Tour de France but fails to finish. Beats Miguel Indurain to win world championship.
1994: Wins Liege-Bastogne-Liege spring classic.
1995: Takes his second stage in Tour de France and finishes 36th overall.
1996: October 2 - Diagnosed with testicular cancer. The disease later spreads through his whole body. Founds Lance Armstrong Foundation for Cancer.
1997: Declared cancer-free after brain surgery and chemotherapy.
Signs with US Postal Service team after being dropped by Cofidis.
1998: Wins Tours of Holland and Luxembourg.
1999: Claims first Tour de France title, winning four stages.
2000: Wins second Tour. Secures time-trial bronze in Sydney Olympics and finishes 13th in road race.
2001: Victorious in Tour of Switzerland.
July 29: Becomes only the fifth rider to win three Tour de France titles in a row.
2002: Wins Dauphine Libere and Midi Libre.
July 28: Becomes only the fourth person to win four successive Tour de France titles.
2003: Equals the record of five victories in the Tour de France, but is pushed to his limit by German Jan Ullrich, who finishes just 61 seconds off the pace.
2004: July 25 - Clinches record sixth Tour de France victory.
2005: April 17 - Confirms he will retire after the 2005 Tour de France.
July 24 - Wins his seventh Tour de France, two more than anyone else, before retiring.
September 6 - Claims he is considering coming out of retirement after being angered by drug allegations against him.
2008: September 9 - Announces he will return to professional cycling and will attempt to win his eighth Tour de France in 2009.
2009: March 23 - Suffers a broken right collarbone when he crashes out on stage one of the Vuelta a Castilla y Leon in Spain.
May - Appears in first Giro d'Italia, finishing 12th. Tour is somewhat marred by financial cloud over Armstrong's Astana team and the American is linked to a takeover.
June - Astana's financial issues are resolved and Armstrong is named in the Tour de France team, but with 2007 champion Alberto Contador of Spain as leader.
July - Contador and Armstrong endure a fractious relationship. Contador claims a second Tour title, while Armstrong finishes third. Armstrong announces he will launch his own squad in 2010, Team Radio Shack.
2010: January - Team Radio Shack make their debut at the Tour Down Under in Australia. Armstrong finishes 25th overall.
May - Armstrong's former US Postal team-mate Floyd Landis, who was stripped of the 2006 Tour de France title for doping, launches allegations at the Texan.
June - Finishes second in the Tour of Switzerland, his final warm-up for the Tour de France.
June 28 - Announces via Twitter that the 2010 Tour de France will be his last.
July - Finishes final Tour in 23rd place, 39 minutes and 20 seconds behind winner Contador.
2011: February 16 - Announces retirement for second time.
May - Forced to deny claims made by former team-mate Tyler Hamilton that they took performance-enhancing drugs together.
2012: February 4 - An investigation into alleged doping by Armstrong is dropped by federal prosecutors in California.
June 13 - The United States Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) confirm they have initiated legal proceedings over allegations of doping against Armstrong.
June 30 - The USADA confirm they will file formal doping charges against Armstrong.
July 9 - Armstrong files a lawsuit in a US federal court asking for a temporary restraining order against the agency. Armstrong also claims the USADA offered "corrupt inducements" to other cyclists to testify against him.
July 11 - Armstrong refiles lawsuit against the USADA after initial lawsuit was dismissed by a judge as being a "lengthy and bitter polemic", designed to attract media attention and public sympathy.
August 20 - Armstrong's legal action against the USADA dismissed in court.
August 24 - Armstrong announces he will not fight the doping charges filed against him by the USADA, saying in a statement he is "finished with this nonsense" and insisting he is innocent.
The USADA say they will seek to impose a lifetime ban on Armstrong from sports signed up to the WADA code, and erase all his results from August 1, 1998.
The claims, the attacks, the legacy: 12 Lance Armstrong quotes to know

By Josh Levs, CNN

updated 8:46 AM EST, Thu January 17, 2013

http://www.cnn.com/2013/01/16/us/lance-armstrong-quotes/index.html
 (CNN) -- Disgraced cyclist Lance Armstrong has not only spent years vehemently denying using banned performance-enhancing drugs; he also has viciously attacked those who told what they knew about doping in the sport and implicated him in the process.

In what could now be seen as supreme hypocrisy -- or a new definition of "chutzpah" -- Armstrong even sued agencies that accused him of doping -- in some cases accusing those agencies oflibel.

Here is a look back at a dozen quotes that highlight how far -- or, some say, how low -- Armstrong has been willing to go.

"Obsession" with "getting" me
Armstrong has accused Travis Tygart, head of USADA of carrying out an "unconstitutional witch hunt."

The lawsuit Armstrong's camp filed last year against USADA named Tygart personally as a defendant, saying he had "a well-publicized obsession with 'getting' Mr. Armstrong. Defendant Tygart evidently believes that USADA needs to bring a big case against a 'big fish' to justify its existence."

In a recent interview with CBS' "60 Minutes," Tygart alleged Armstrong was personally involved in intimidating other riders into keeping quiet about doping.

Tygart also said he personally received anonymous threats. He did not say those threats came from Armstrong. They came as e-mails and letters, Tygart said. The worst was a threat to put "a bullet in my head."

The claims
500-600 drug tests...
Armstrong and his representatives have cited this figure repeatedly.

"Throughout his 20-plus year professional career, Mr. Armstrong has been subjected to 500 to 600 drug tests," one of the lawsuitshis attorneys filed read.

But records show that he apparently has not had nearly that many, the USADA report said.

The USADA itself tested Armstrong fewer than 60 times, and the International Cycling Union tested him about 215 times, the USADA report said.

... and "not a single positive test"
The other half of that often repeated claim from Armstrong and his camp has obviously carried more weight: that there was not "a single positive test."

"Six samples that were taken from Lance Armstrong were retested in '05 and they were positive," USADA head Tygart recently told "60 Minutes."

The tests were originally taken in 1999, before there was a test for EPO, he said. When new tests were conducted in 2005, "all six were flaming positive," he said.

Also, as part of its investigation, USADA had test results from 38 blood samples, taken between 2009 and 2011, analyzed. The analyst found that samples taken during the 2009 and 2010 tours showed blood values whose likelihood "of occurring naturally was less than one in a million," and other indications of blood doping,"the New York Times noted. USADA also outlined methods Armstrong and others used to circumvent the system, the Times reported.

"I'm doing it to fund the fight against doping"
A classic Armstrongism, captured on video at a deposition.

Armstrong was being asked about a $25,000 personal check he wrote to the International Cycling Union, cycling's governing body. He also pledged a further $100,000.

"I can't lie"
An expression Armstrong has used many times in various contexts, generally having nothing to do with doping.

Now, it speaks for itself.

The legacy
"I'm sorry for you"
In one of many outbursts against those who dared to question the facade he presented to the world, Armstrong had this to say to "the cynics and the skeptics: 'I'm sorry for you. I'm sorry you can't dream big and I'm sorry you don't believe in miracles,'" Australia's ABC TV network reported in the program "The World According to Lance."

People's faith in me "would be erased"
This one seems largely true.

Buried right in the middle of yet another claim that he would never dope, Armstrong said something that proved unintentionally prophetic.

"It's also about the faith that people have put in me over the years,"he once said. "All of that would be erased."

The question now is just how much of Armstrong's legacy is erased -- and how much he gets a chance to rewrite.

Stop Using These 16 Terms to Describe Yourself

Jeff Haden
January 17, 2013

http://www.linkedin.com/today/post/article/20130117141235-20017018-stop-using-these-16-terms-to-describe-yourself

Picture this. You meet someone new. "What do you do?" she asks.

"I'm an architect," you say.

"Oh, really?" she answers. "Have you designed any buildings I've seen?"

"Possibly," you reply. "We did the new student center at the university..."

"Oh wow," she says. "That's a beautiful building..."

Without trying -- without blowing your own horn -- you've made a great impression.

Now picture this. You meet someone new. "What do you do?" he asks.

"I'm a passionate, innovative, dynamic provider of architectural services with a collaborative approach to creating and delivering outstanding world-class client and user experiences."

All righty then.
Do you describe yourself differently – on your website, promotional materials, or especially on social media – than you do in person? Do you use cheesy clichés and overblown superlatives and breathless adjectives?

Do you write things about yourself you would never have the nerve to actually say?

Here are some words that are great when other people use them to describe you – but you should never use to describe yourself:

1. "Innovative." Most companies claim to be innovative. Most people claim to be innovative. Most are, however, not. (I'm definitely not.) That's okay, because innovation isn't a requirement for success.

If you are innovative, don't say it. Prove it. Describe the products you've developed. Describe the processes you've modified.

Give us something real so your innovation is unspoken but evident... which is always the best kind of innovative to be.

2. "World-class." Usain Bolt: world-class sprinter, Olympic medals to prove it. Lionel Messi: world-class soccer (I know, football) player, four Ballon d'Or trophies to prove it.

But what is a world-class professional or company? Who defines world-class? In your case, probably just you.

3. "Authority." Like Margaret Thatcher said, "Power is like being a lady; if you have to say you are, you aren't." Show your expertise instead.

"Presented at TEDxEast " or "Predicted 50 out of 50 states in 2012 election" (Hi Nate!) indicates a level of authority. Unless you can prove it, "social media marketing authority" might simply mean you spend way too much time worrying about your Klout score.

4. "Results oriented." Really? Some people actually focus on doing what they are paid to do? We had no idea.

5. "Global provider." The majority of businesses can sell goods or services worldwide; the ones that can't are fairly obvious.

Only use "global provider" if that capability is not assumed or obvious; otherwise you just sound like a small company trying to appear big.

6. "Motivated." Check out Chris Rock's response (not safe for work or the politically correct) to people who say they take care of their kids. Then substitute words like "motivated."

Never take credit for things you are supposed to do – or supposed to be.

7. "Creative." See particular words often enough and they no longer make an impact. "Creative" is one of them. (Use finding "creative" references in random LinkedIn profiles as a drinking game and everyone will lose -- or win, depending on your perspective.)

"Creative" is just one example. Others include extensive, effective, proven, influential, team player... some of those terms may truly describe you, but since they are also being used to describe everyone they've lost their impact.

8. "Dynamic." If you are "vigorously active and forceful," um, stay away.

9. "Guru." People who try to be clever for the sake of being clever are anything but. (Like in #8.) Don't be a self-proclaimed ninja, sage, connoisseur, guerilla, wonk, egghead... it's awesome when your customers affectionately describe you that way.

Refer to yourself that way and it's obvious you're trying way too hard to impress other people – or yourself.

10. "Curator." Museums have curators. Libraries have curators. Tweeting links to stuff you find interesting doesn't make you a curator... or an authority or a guru.

11. "Passionate." I know many people disagree, but if you say you're incredibly passionate about, oh, incorporating elegant design aesthetics into everyday objects, to me you sound over the top.

The same is true if you're passionate about developing long-term customer solutions. Try the words focus, concentration, or specialization instead.

Or try "love," as in, "I love incorporating an elegant design aesthetic in everyday objects." For whatever reason, that works for me. Passion doesn't. (But maybe that's just me.)

12. "Unique." Fingerprints are unique. Snowflakes are unique. You are unique – but your business probably isn't. That’s fine, because customers don't care about unique; they care about "better."

Show you're better than the competition and in the minds of your customers you will be unique.

13. "Incredibly..." Check out some random bios and you'll find plenty of further-modified descriptors: "Incredibly passionate," "profoundly insightful," "extremely captivating..." isn't it enough to be insightful or captivating? Do you have to be profoundly insightful?

If you must use over-the-top adjectives, spare us the further modification. Trust that we already get it.

14. "Serial entrepreneur." A few people start multiple, successful, long-term businesses. They are successful serial entrepreneurs.

The rest of us start one business that fails or does okay, try something else, try something else, and keep on rinsing and repeating until we find a formula that works. Those people are entrepreneurs. Be proud if you're "just" an entrepreneur. You should be.

15. "Strategist." I sometimes help manufacturing plants improve productivity and quality. There are strategies I use to identify areas for improvement but I'm in no way a strategist. Strategists look at the present, envision something new, and develop approaches to make their vision a reality.

I don't create something new; I apply my experience and a few proven methodologies to make improvements.

Very few people are strategists. Most "strategists" are actually coaches, specialists, or consultants who use what they know to help others. 99% of the time that's what customers need – they don't need or even want a strategist.

16. "Collaborative." You won't just decide what's right for me and force me to buy it?

If your process is designed to take my input and feedback, tell me how that works. Describe the process. Don't claim we'll work together -- describe how we'll work together.

That’s my list -- clearly subjective and definitely open to criticism.
So, more importantly, what do you think? What would you add or remove from my list?

The way we describe ourselves is critical to making a good first impression, so let others benefit from your perspective in the comments below.

南京一鹿场十一长假火爆 游客排长队争喝鹿血现场血腥

http://news.cn.yahoo.com/ypen/20121004/1344979.html
　　国庆长假，有人外出旅游，有人探亲访友，还有一些人到鹿场排队喝鹿血补身。3日，记者在南京江宁一养鹿场，目击了锯鹿角喝鹿血的“血腥现场”，令人犯晕。不过专家提醒，市民秋季补身子要讲科学，不是所有人都能喝鹿血的。 

　现场 
　　鹿场来了一群城里人要喝鹿血 
　　杨师傅是南京某大型企业的一位下岗工人，十几年前他与妻子变卖了所有的家产，来到了南京江宁横溪投资，办起了一个梅花鹿养殖场，经夫妻俩多年打拼，如今梅花鹿养殖场初具规模。在一处丘陵村庄中，一个郁郁葱葱的山林间，搭建着大大小小几个棚子，三十多只美丽的梅花鹿安静地呆在棚里，享受林下的阴凉。 

　　而在杨师傅鹿场会客室内，3日一大早便挤满了从城里来的男男女女，有年长的也有年轻的。原来，一打听，他们是来排队喝鹿血补身子的。 

　　杨师傅有些得意地说，“梅花鹿从鹿茸到鹿血到鹿肉全身都是宝，可比牛羊挣钱多。”杨师傅说，国庆长假这几天，让他们夫妻俩忙坏了，每天都有一些城里人排队来喝鹿血补身。 
目击 
　　锯鹿角喝鹿血“血腥现场”令人犯晕 

　　3日上午9点，锯鹿角喝鹿血开始了，从城里来喝鹿血的男男女女们便排在鹿舍外，静静地等待着。杨师傅等人，选择进入一间养着五六头鹿的鹿舍内，记者一眼就瞥见杨师傅左手拿着一把小钢锯，右手提着一瓶用来勾兑鹿血的高度白酒。 

　　一顿寒暄以后，记者蹑手蹑脚地进入了鹿舍，小鹿们似乎嗅出了什么，不停地在鹿舍内奔跑，就是不让杨师傅等人靠近。他先用一根长长的金属杆，向一头鹿吹了麻药针。片刻，那头鹿就倒了地，几个工人熟练地把鹿的四只脚捆住，杨师傅即刻麻利地锯起来，锯片慢慢地陷入角中。 
　　第一只角锯下后，旁边的一个人一手接过来，仰头就喝。锯鹿角喝鹿血“血腥现场”令人犯晕。杨师傅边锯第二只角边对记者说：第二只角你来吧！这时，一旁的市民等不及了，挤进鹿舍“抢”过杨师傅刚锯下的第二只鹿角，—个仰头，嘴巴对准锯下的鹿角口，用力吸，真和亲嘴差不多的。 
　　更血腥的是取鹿血、喝鹿血，一名工人准确地挑断一头母鹿的颈动脉，从颈动脉处直接引出鲜红的鹿血，一位女性市民接过一小杯鹿血一饮而尽，顿时满嘴血污，更是可怕。 

　　“怕什么？鹿血是集天地之灵气,乃有情之物，是血中瑰宝哇！能够补气补血，益肾壮阳，促进代谢，延年益寿……一般人喝不到的！”该市民夸赞道。 

　　约过了一个多小时，有七八名排队争喝鹿血的市民，没有喝到鹿血，甚至与杨师傅大吵起来。杨师傅不得不上前赔不是，声称明天来一定会让他们喝头碗鹿血，七八名市民才悻悻而去。 

专家 
　　不是所有人都能喝鹿血 

　　对于喝鹿血补身的情况，江苏省中医院一教授发表了他的看法。该教授介绍，鹿确实全身都是宝，鹿茸、鹿血、鹿肉、鹿脯等，无一不是药材或补品，其中梅花鹿的鹿茸更是非常名贵的中药材，有极高的药用价值。但不是所有人都能喝鹿血的。有的人喝鹿血能喝出尿频，高血压、肾炎等，肝功能不全者忌用，还有人听说喝鹿血能治糖尿病，其实有的人喝了后，会心烦气躁的，血糖不降反而升了。 
　　“从中医上来说，鹿血性热，阴虚火旺或者有实火的人都要忌服。西医则强调，高血压、肾炎以及肝功能不正常者都不能喝鹿血。糖尿病患者大多阴虚，正是喝鹿血的禁忌人群。不光是纯鹿血，包括鹿血药酒、鹿茸等鹿制品，都要慎重服用。”该教授说
乔姆斯基被台湾学生诓骗举牌“守护台湾”
2013-01-31 16:09:34
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http://www.guancha.cn/culture/2013_01_31_124448.shtml
近日，美国著名语言学家与政治评论家乔姆斯基（Noam Chomsky，）一张举牌支持反媒体垄断的 照片在网上流传，对此，乔姆斯基28日澄清，台湾一位女学生要他举着牌子拍照时，他以为牌子上的中文只是“反媒体垄断”，不知有“拒中”字样在其中，这是对他原意的“严重扭曲”，他强调自己仅支持反媒体垄断与新闻自由，希望外界不要过度解释。
乔姆斯基现年八十四岁，在美国麻省理工学院任教逾半世纪后退休，仍享有“荣誉教授”称职。最近有张照片，他举着牌子上面用中文写着“反媒体垄断，拒绝中国黑手，捍卫新闻自由，我在MIT守护台湾”。其中“反媒体垄断”附有英文翻译，其它字句只有中文。
这张照片的反垄断标语都是以中文书写，只有“反媒体垄断”有英文翻译（Anti-Media Monopoly），由此引起澳门大学副教授刘世鼎的注意，他去信乔姆斯基，同时陈述对反媒体垄断运动的质疑及相关观察。
刘世鼎提到，台湾的媒体除“中资”外，还包含“蓝资”、“绿资”、“港资”，还有“美资”，却唯独对中资特别感冒，他认为目前反媒体垄断诉求的反中国大陆因素是一种“去脉络化”的问题窄化理解。
他说，所有媒体都有意识形态与立场，最大的问题可能不是媒体垄断，而是以新闻自由或编辑自主来掩饰意识形态。
刘世鼎质疑，如果乔姆斯基没有被告知完整讯息，就被硬扯进来背书、暗渡陈仓、移花接木，和反媒体垄断者口口声声所反对的言论垄断和扭曲，有什么两样？“你们不就是打着‘反垄断’的正义旗帜，做相反的事吗？”
一位网民则表示，如果学生连教授都可算计，还有什么不能算计的。
乔姆斯基也以电子邮件告诉台湾《中国时报》及中天电视等媒体，当时一位来自台湾的女学生，应该是念哲学的，向他说起言论自由和反对媒体垄断，然后要求他举牌拍照，他就照办了。他说，当时女学生告诉他，牌子上的中文写的就是言论自由和反对媒体垄断。他说，他当天和女学生“讨论的任何事情都完全没有谈到中国”。乔姆斯基说，如果牌子上写着是中国等字样，这件事是对他原意的“严重扭曲”。
据了解，这张照片是台湾阳明大学心智哲学研究所硕士生林庭安，在去年圣诞节期间前往美国参加学术会议时，当面邀请乔姆斯基拿着支持反媒体垄断的标语并拍照的，照片事后在网络上广为流传。29日，林庭安在Facebook上辩解说，自己在寻求乔姆斯基支持时，对海报上内容做了明确的翻译，两人会面时，对方甚至要求她逐行逐字解释标语意义。“所以我非常确定有清楚传达这三行标语的意思给乔姆斯基教授。”
她还强调，乔姆斯基当时清楚表明反对媒体垄断、捍卫新闻自由的立场，这和台湾学生的反媒体垄断运动理念完全相符，希望大家能持续把焦点放在反媒体垄断之议题上，让台湾保有真正的新闻自由。
最后她还辩解，标语中的“反中国”，并非真正反对中国大陆，而是反对中国大陆政治因素干预台湾媒体自由，但这不分国界，只要任何政治因素介入，无论哪一国介入都会反对。在旺旺集团并购壹传媒案上，她表示，“我们合理怀疑有政治因素试图利用商业力介入台湾媒体”，因此才会在的标语写上“反对中国黑手”的字样。
而另外一位拿着同样标语的纽约大学哲学系教授布莱克（Ned Block），也向台湾中视新闻证实 只知道有媒体垄断，并不知道有任何“拒绝中国黑手”的讯息，如果他知道标语上有反中国黑手，有这个他完全外行的议题的话，他不会同意拿着标语被拍照。
乔姆斯基任教于麻省理工学院语言学系，是美国政治与文化评论家、语言学家。他反对政府、大企业掌控媒体、操控舆论和社会共识。20世纪六十年代以来，乔姆斯基持续揭发美国政府的丑行，例如揭发美政府支持印度尼西亚迫害东帝汶，被誉为“美国人的良心”。
乔姆斯基虽然已经退休，但学校为他保留办公室及助理人员。现在任何人在网络都会看到他被算计的照片。任何人只要认识中文，就可能认为乔姆斯基“拒绝中国黑手”。兹事体大，乔姆斯基立即以电邮加以澄清，并且用了“serious misrepresentation”描述这起事件。根据《韦氏大辞典》 批注，misrepresentation的字义是“内容虚假或误导，常常是意图欺骗或形成不公”。这位语言学权威使用了这样强烈的字汇，内心感受可想而知。
乔姆斯基被誉为“当代全球最具影响力”的思想家之一。二十世纪八九十年代，他的著作被人文科学界引述的数量居全球第一。但中国问题不是他的专长，两岸议题也从不触碰。在有限的谈及中国问题时，他其实是站在中国大陆一边的。例如，乔姆斯基批评美国在世界发动战争、制造恐怖行动，“这样的事不会、也不能发生在中国身上”。他十分肯定中国的角色，因为“中国不侵略其它国家”，“没有证据显示中国的内部发展会威胁西方”。
针对乔姆斯基遭“暗渡陈仓”一事，台湾中国文化大学社科院院长邵宗海认为，“这透露出学生害怕大陆的心态，而非真的想反媒体垄断”。邵宗海直言，这是“反中情节”，但他以美、日资对台湾经济同样具有强大影响力称，若担心主导权受控制，不论是对中、美、日资，也都应该戒慎恐惧。
Rotten egg smell: Is Salton Sea source of California's big stink?

http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/09/salton-sea-saga/all/
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http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2012/0911/Rotten-egg-smell-Is-Salton-Sea-source-of-California-s-big-stink
One answer appeared far more likely than any other: The weather-aided waft of a fish die-off from the Salton Sea.
But even as officials said several factors indicate the Salton Sea as the source of the sulfurous smell, air quality investigators stopped short of declaring with certainty that the saltwater lake 150 miles southeast ofLos Angeles was the cause.

Barry Wallerstein, executive officer of the South Coast Air Quality Management District, said in a statement late Monday that "there is not yet any definitive evidence to pinpoint the Salton Sea or any other source yet."

One reason for doubt, the statement said, is that "it is highly unusual for odors to remain strong up to 150 miles from their source."

The smell was reported as far away as Palmdale and Lancaster, more than 150 miles north of the Salton Sea. The dying sea had a fish die-off within the past week and that, combined with strong storms in the area Sunday, could have churned up the water and unleashed bacteria from the sea floor that caused the stench, said Janis Dawson of the Salton Sea Authority.

The massive thunderstorm complex brought wind gusts up to 60 mph and widespread dust storms. Mark Moede, a National Weather Service meteorologist in San Diego, called it "huge, one of the largest that any of us have ever seen in probably 10 years."

A strengthening onshore breeze Tuesday may dissipate lingering odors closer to the coast, the South Coast air quality district said.

Jack Crayon, an environmental scientist at California's Department of Fish and Game, said he recognized the smell as the typical odor when winds churn up the sea's waters and pull gases from the decomposition of fish or other organisms up to the surface.

He said the phenomenon typically occurs a few times a year in the area surrounding the lake, but it was unusual for the smell to spread so far.

Julie Hutchinson, battalion chief at California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection in Riverside, said cloud cover lingering over the area has trapped the smell in the suburbs east of Los Angeles.

"It's just not able to evaporate up into the atmosphere," Hutchinson said. "The moisture and thick heavy air is keeping it in the lower ends of the valleys."

In San Fernando, comedian Jose Chavez said he was leaving the grocery store when he was overwhelmed by the odor.

"My first thought was that maybe one of the eggs I bought was rotted, and I got back home and the smell was still there, so then I started to think it was me so I changed my clothes," the 28-year-old said. "It was very pungent."

It also was strong enough to drive him to Twitter, where he quipped: "The Valley is starting to smell like rotten eggs. In an unrelated note, Febreeze sales are through the roof."

Millions of dead fish washed up in salt lake confirmed as the source of rotten egg stench in Los Angeles 

By DAILY MAIL REPORTER
PUBLISHED: 19:58 GMT, 12 September 2012 | UPDATED: 20:59 GMT, 12 September 2012
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2202288/Salton-sea-Scientists-confirm-horrid-rotten-egg-stench-Los-Angeles-DID-come-dead-fish.html
Scientists have confirmed that the hideous stench engulfing Southern California on Monday came from dead fish that washed up in the Salton Sea, as rotting carcases continued to fill the salt lake.

Investigators collected air samples in 10 locations in the Inland Empire, Coachella Valley and Salton Sea and the tests confirmed the 376-square mile lake, about 150 miles southeast of Los Angeles, was the source of the foul odour.

At the start of the week, the South Coast Air Quality Management District received a barrage of complaints all the way to LA about the overwhelming rotten egg smell but the number of people calling up had dropped significantly by Tuesday lunchtime.

'We now have solid evidence that clearly points to the Salton Sea as the source of a very large and unusual odor event,' South Coast Air Quality Management District executive officer Barry Wallerstein told the Los Angeles Times.


AQMD investigators sent officials all over the region in an attempt to track the stench after being flooded with 200 complaints spread over an area of 10,000 square miles. The air samples that they recovered were found to contain hydrogen sulfide.

But experts were amazed the stench was able to travel all the way to LA. They believe a powerful storm over the weekend helped blow the fumes from the southeast to the city.

AQMD investigators had to enlist the help of air-quality modellers to know for sure whether the smell could travel such a distance.

'I think we’ve shown it was theoretically possible,' spokesman Sam Atwood told the newspaper. 'But this is just something we did not expect.'

Inspectors ruled out landfills, oil refineries and a natural springs site as potential sources for the odour.  
'The air samples were the final piece of the puzzle,' Atwood said.


LA copped the horrid fumes but the town of Mecca, just north of the Salton Sea, and Indio, fared worse, receiving larger doses of the rotten egg smell. 
Salton Sea Authority general Andrew Schlange told the LA Times the large number of fish that died in the body of water over the past week likely exacerbated the problem. 
However, he doesn't believe the fish die-off, a normal occurrence, was significant enough on its own to explain the odor travelling so far. 
Schlange explained that the storm upset an anaerobic lower layer of the sea, where organic material lies slowly decomposing and releasing the noxious hydrogen sulfide gas.

On Monday, Janis Dawson of the Salton Sea Authority described the pong as 'extremely intense.'

'We actually thought that somebody had an accident, a broken sewage main, that's how strong it was,' she said.

The massive thunderstorm complex moved from Mexico over the area on Sunday night, with wind gusts up to 60mph and widespread dust storms.

'We were watching it from the office on our satellite radar and it was huge, one of the largest that any of us have ever seen in probably 10 years,' said meteorologist Mark Moede.

Mr Wallerstein had acknowledged the storm could be a factor in the smell's spread but said that it was 'highly unusual' for odours to remain powerful up to 150 miles from their source.

The smell did not pose any health hazards, but it generated an explosion of quips on social media from Riverside County to the San Fernando Valley north of Los Angeles.

Surrogate offered $10,000 to abort baby

By Elizabeth Cohen, Senior Medical Correspondent

updated 2:58 PM EST, Wed March 6, 2013

http://www.cnn.com/2013/03/04/health/surrogacy-kelley-legal-battle
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Why this couple offered their surrogate $10,000 to abort their baby

ERIN ANDERSSEN
The Globe and Mail

Published Tuesday, Mar. 05 2013, 2:14 PM EST
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http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/the-hot-button/why-this-couple-offered-their-surrogate-10000-to-abort-their-baby/article9306399/
Consider the story of Crystal Kelley, told by CNN, who had signed a contract to carry a baby for a warm and friendly couple in Connecticut wanting a fourth child. The couple had two frozen embryos left from in-vitro fertilization, and for a $22,000 (U.S.) fee, Kelley, a mother of two, would try to carry one of them to term. It worked: Kelley got pregnant.

And then everything fell apart. At five months, an ultrasound revealed the fetus wasn’t developing properly; the baby had a cleft palate, a cyst in her brain and serious heart defects, CNN reports. Doctors told the parents and Kelley that the baby would need major surgeries after she was born, and even then had a 25 per cent chance of a “normal life.”

Who decides what happens next?

The biological parents wanted Kelley to have an abortion, and they had a contract in which she had agreed to this step if abnormalities were identified. But Kelley, saying she was opposed to abortion on moral and religious grounds, said she wanted the baby to have a chance, and she refused. Communication between Kelley and the couple collapsed. In the back and forth that happened next through third parties, the biological parents said they wouldn’t be the legal parents of the baby, and they were about to cut off her surrogacy support, which Kelley needed to take care of her own family. They offered Kelley $10,000 to have an abortion; in a “weak moment,” 
Kelley told CNN, she said to tell them she would do it for $15,000, and then changed her mind. She wouldn’t have the abortion under any terms.

In Connecticut, the biological parents take legal precedence over the surrogate, so the couple then declared that they would take custody of the child and give her up to be a ward of the state. Kelley’s solution: have the baby in another state, where surrogacy contracts are not recognized.

In the end, Baby S was born in Michigan, with Kelley listed as the mom. (To further complicate the story, the couple had used an anonymous egg donor for the embryo, so only the husband was the biological parent.) Baby S suffered from birth defects more serious than the ultrasound had predicted, but through a support group of parents with kids with disabilities, Kelley found a family to adopt her. A deal was finally reached: The biological father, CNN says, gave up paternal rights to Baby S as long as he and his wife “could stay in touch with the adoptive family.” In the end, Baby S has a home.

But as the CNN story points out, what about the decision Kelley made? Is she “a saint who fought at great personal sacrifice for an unborn child whose parents who didn’t want her to live?” Or, did she “recklessly abscond” with someone else’s child after legally agreeing to give them decision-making power over its future, and make a decision that wasn’t hers to make?

Whatever question you answer in the affirmative, it doesn’t make the ending any tidier. As good as the science gets, and as much as the law tries to keep it neat, that part of the story always plays out, for better and worse, in the messy laboratory of life.

Forgive and Forget?

By PAUL KRUGMAN
PUBLISHED: JANUARY 15, 2009 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/16/opinion/16krugman.html?_r=1
Last Sunday President-elect Barack Obama was asked whether he would seek an investigation of possible crimes by the Bush administration. “I don’t believe that anybody is above the law,” he responded, but “we need to look forward as opposed to looking backwards.”

I’m sorry, but if we don’t have an inquest into what happened during the Bush years — and nearly everyone has taken Mr. Obama’s remarks to mean that we won’t — this means that those who hold power are indeed above the law because they don’t face any consequences if they abuse their power.

Let’s be clear what we’re talking about here. It’s not just torture and illegal wiretapping, whose perpetrators claim, however implausibly, that they were patriots acting to defend the nation’s security. The fact is that the Bush administration’s abuses extended from environmental policy to voting rights. And most of the abuses involved using the power of government to reward political friends and punish political enemies. 

At the Justice Department, for example, political appointees illegally reserved nonpolitical positions for “right-thinking Americans” — their term, not mine — and there’s strong evidence that officials used their positions both to undermine the protection of minority voting rights and to persecute Democratic politicians.

The hiring process at Justice echoed the hiring process during the occupation of Iraq — an occupation whose success was supposedly essential to national security — in which applicants were judged by their politics, their personal loyalty to President Bush and, according to some reports, by their views on Roe v. Wade, rather than by their ability to do the job.

Speaking of Iraq, let’s also not forget that country’s failed reconstruction: the Bush administration handed billions of dollars in no-bid contracts to politically connected companies, companies that then failed to deliver. And why should they have bothered to do their jobs? Any government official who tried to enforce accountability on, say, Halliburton quickly found his or her career derailed. 

There’s much, much more. By my count, at least six important government agencies experienced major scandals over the past eight years — in most cases, scandals that were never properly investigated. And then there was the biggest scandal of all: Does anyone seriously doubt that the Bush administration deliberately misled the nation into invading Iraq? 

Why, then, shouldn’t we have an official inquiry into abuses during the Bush years?

One answer you hear is that pursuing the truth would be divisive, that it would exacerbate partisanship. But if partisanship is so terrible, shouldn’t there be some penalty for the Bush administration’s politicization of every aspect of government? 

Alternatively, we’re told that we don’t have to dwell on past abuses, because we won’t repeat them. But no important figure in the Bush administration, or among that administration’s political allies, has expressed remorse for breaking the law. What makes anyone think that they or their political heirs won’t do it all over again, given the chance?

In fact, we’ve already seen this movie. During the Reagan years, the Iran-contra conspirators violated the Constitution in the name of national security. But the first President Bush pardoned the major malefactors, and when the White House finally changed hands the political and media establishment gave Bill Clinton the same advice it’s giving Mr. Obama: let sleeping scandals lie. Sure enough, the second Bush administration picked up right where the Iran-contra conspirators left off — which isn’t too surprising when you bear in mind that Mr. Bush actually hired some of those conspirators. 

Now, it’s true that a serious investigation of Bush-era abuses would make Washington an uncomfortable place, both for those who abused power and those who acted as their enablers or apologists. And these people have a lot of friends. But the price of protecting their comfort would be high: If we whitewash the abuses of the past eight years, we’ll guarantee that they will happen again. 

Meanwhile, about Mr. Obama: while it’s probably in his short-term political interests to forgive and forget, next week he’s going to swear to “preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States.” That’s not a conditional oath to be honored only when it’s convenient.

And to protect and defend the Constitution, a president must do more than obey the Constitution himself; he must hold those who violate the Constitution accountable. So Mr. Obama should reconsider his apparent decision to let the previous administration get away with crime. Consequences aside, that’s not a decision he has the right to make. 
2. 分析例题
Lance Armstrong's Prosecutor, Travis Tygart: Zero, Not Hero

Christian Moritz
Posted: 01/30/2013 8:05 pm

Marketing & Media Strategy, InfluenceHaus.com
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/christian-moritz/lance-armstrongs-prosecut_b_2586139.html
Yes, Lance Armstrong lied, cheated and stole our faithI can imagine how it got away from him. He was elevated to the highest point of the cycling. When he first started doping all he hoped for was to win in a very niche sport and he could never imagine that he was on the path to being a worldwide superhero. The ball starts rolling and just keeps growing and he has to keep doubling down. And the bigger it gets the bigger the potential fall if it all crashes down, so the harder he doubles down. Similar to what I imagine happened to Bernie Madoff when his investments first started getting away from him and he had to start putting the hand in the till to pay out others, never expecting to be the poster boy for a Ponzi scheme. It always starts small and gets away from you, and the longer it lasts the more sunk you are when it comes crashing down.

But like most stories of magnitude the context is complicated. Lance justified his decision to take performance enhancing drugs (PED) as leveling the playing field with the elite cyclists of the day. In his mind it was the price of admission to play "fair" and contend with the top Tour De France riders.

Lance Armstrong does not deserve sympathy. However, what I find equally distasteful are the dozens of people who used extortion like tactics in an attempt to enrich themselves from the situation. When the money scheme doesn't work they try to present themselves as heartfelt whistle blowers. What a joke. Cyclists Floyd Landis and Tyler Hamilton only started coming clean when they needed a new source of income. Journalist David Walsh profited from three books he wrote accusing Lance of doping. And why does Betsy Andreu feel the need to spend six years of her life attacking Lance Armstrong just because he did not renew her husband's place on the U.S. Postal Service cycling team? Yes, Lance Armstrong bullied and attacked his accusers but given their self-serving motives it's hard for me to feel any sympathy for them.

On February 2, 2012, U.S. federal prosecutors officially dropped their criminal investigation with no charges against Lance Armstrong. My guess is that they decided to let the negative drug tests be the jury much in the same way they handled the Carl Lewis doping rumors years before.

Then Travis Tygart, CEO of the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) decided to join the fight. Are we really to believe Tygart is solely motivated by a desire for fair play? Why did he reopen a case the UCI and U.S. federal prosecutors had dropped? Prosecutors at any level grow their career by making big name busts. Tygart comes across as an opportunist who used the subpoena like a machine gun. Under the threat of legal action more riders accused Armstrong of using PEDs.

My position is that the USADA has no jurisdiction to prosecute professional bike riders, even ones formerly sponsored by the U.S. Postal Service. The USADA is recognized by the U.S. Congress as "the official anti-doping agency for Olympic, Pan American and Paralympic sport in the United States." I don't see the International Cycling Union (UCI) organizer of the Tour de France in that list. USADA is not a government entity; however the agency is partly funded by the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). Lance Armstrong claims he passed all his drug tests during his years in competition. Changing the rules later via a non-analytical positive (an athlete implicated not by a positive drug test but by supporting evidence) is ridiculous. Non-analytical positives are what brought down Marion Jones and Barry Bonds.

Why doesn't Travis Tygart uses his legal training to prosecute street criminals? I guess that would not enhance his career. It seems to me he is more interested in promoting his own career than 'justice.' Travis Tygart reminds me of Eliot Spitzer and more recently Stephen Heyman. I have a sick feeling I am going to see a lot more of Tygart's opportunistic stunts in the future.

What's next for Lance Armstrong? The public tends to forgive celebrities when they come clean so who knows what the future holds. Lance will have it rough for a while. Especially if the DOJ joins the suit as appears likely. If you want to hate Lance Armstrong for doping I can respect that. But please don't think of his prosecutors as heroes -- they have their own disreputable agenda.

Steve Forbes: Romney Will Win Decisively

Steve Forbes, Forbes Staff
“With all thy getting, get understanding."

http://www.forbes.com/sites/steveforbes/2012/11/06/steve-forbes-romney-will-win-decisively/
Mitt Romney will win big tonight.  His popular vote margin will be between 3 – 5%.  He will win the Electoral College I believe by a vote of 321 to 217, and with luck, even more.  He will win all of the states McCain carried in 2008 which will give him 180 electoral votes.  He will also carry the three states that normally go Republican that in 2008 went for Obama – Indiana, North Carolina and Virginia.  That brings him to 219.  He will also take Florida, which will bring him to 248 votes. Although the Obama campaign will deny it, it effectively wrote off Virginia and Florida several days ago.

Despite intense efforts, Obama will lose both Ohio and Pennsylvania.  In Ohio the voter turnout for Republicans will be more like 2004 instead of 2008.  Southeastern Ohio has a number of evangelical voters and the area also has a coal industry. Romney should win the state by up to 200,000 votes.  He will also win Pennsylvania where he has not been damaged by a long-lasting barrage of negative ads.

Romney should also win narrowly in New Hampshire, Wisconsin, Iowa and Colorado. He even has a chance to take Nevada. That gives him 321 electoral votes.
States like Oregon, Washington, Michigan and Minnesota will go narrowly to Obama but don’t be too surprised if Romney pulls a couple of upsets here.

You don’t have to win the popular vote by a landslide to win the Electoral College decisively.  In 1960 the popular vote was a virtual tie but Kennedy won the Electoral College 303-219.  In 1968 Nixon beat Humphrey in the popular vote by only 7/10 of 1% but carried the College 302-191.  Carter beat Ford in the popular vote by little more than 2% in 1976 but corralled just under 300 electoral votes.

One of the big Wednesday morning stories will be why most of the polls didn’t have this right.  The basic answer is their model. Incredibly, in the face of contrary evidence, a number of polls used the 2008 model for this election although there was little objective evidence that those turnouts would hold for this contest. This time – and early voting confirms this – the relative Democrat/Republican split is almost even. In 2008, Democrats outnumbered Republicans by a good margin. Moreover Romney is well ahead among independents, which Obama carried four years before. That’s why his popular vote margin will be 3 points or more.

The enthusiasm factor can be seen in the crowds – Romney is attracting bigger ones than Obama and the upbeat mood at these GOP rallies is palpable. A few months ago a number of GOP voters were tepid towards Romney. They have since become fully committed.

Romney has an upbeat message. Incredibly Obama’s whole game plan was to trash Romney instead of offering an encouraging counter-message.

In the Senate, the GOP should easily have won a basketful of new seats but a number of missteps by their candidates have made outcomes uncertain. Nonetheless enough will struggle across the finish line to give Republicans control of the upper house.

As for the House of Representatives there was never a question of Republicans maintaining solid control.

Steve ForbesForbes Staff

Steve Forbes is Chairman and Editor-in-Chief of Forbes Media. A widely respected economic prognosticator, he is a four-time winner of the Crystal Owl Award. His newest, must-read book is "Freedom Manifesto: Why Free Markets are Moral and Big Government Isn’t," co-authored by Elizabeth Ames (Crown Business, August 2012).
Professor Erica Brindley Vouches Ping Fu‘s Story

http://www.amazon.com/professor-philosophy-Princeton-reflection-Revolution-/forum/Fx1M49LYP8YZYQ4/TxN4C295ZFQO4X/1/ref=cm_cd_naredir?_encoding=UTF8&asin=1591845521&cdItems=25&store=generic
Do not bomb this book if you have not read it! I am a professor of Chinese history and philosophy (PhD from Princeton) and I vouch that her story is a true reflection of what happened to some people in China during the Cultural Revolution.
See latest post
Sort: Oldest first | Newest first
Showing 1-25 of 444 posts in this discussion

Initial post: Feb 1, 2013 10:15:36 AM PST

Erica Brindley says:

Chinese nationalists who are basing their facts on mistakes by reporters and not the actual book have launched a campaign to bomb this book. If they actually read the book, they'd find that it represents many Chinese in a very honorable light. There are a host of heroes, not just Ping Fu.

In reply to an earlier post on Feb 1, 2013 11:06:41 AM PST 
Last edited by the author on Feb 1, 2013 11:14:21 AM PST

Zhihua Chen says:

Dear Erica,

Welcome to the discussion. While Chinese nationalism is indeed reflected in some of the reviews, the predominant concern here is whether or not Ms Ping Fu made up her stories. If a story rings true, it does not mean it is. I hope you would stay and get to the bottom of this story. Then we all would have learned something.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
37 of 39 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 11:10:16 AM PST 
Last edited by the author on Feb 1, 2013 11:23:26 AM PST

Ray says:

A professor of Chinese history and philosophy ? OMG.
Dear Prof. Brindley, do you know that even those things may have happened in China, it doesn't necessarily mean those happened to Ping Fu ? There has been very clear evidence, a photo provided by Ping Fu herself, she was a member of Red Guard. If you're a professor of Chinese history, there should be no need to explain what "Red Guard" means. 

Of course, there is already plenty of evidence on Amazon showing Ping Fu's story is fabricated. If you are really well-trained by Princeton, you'd do some research on those evidence first.

Posted on Feb 1, 2013 11:16:07 AM PST

Tasmania Devil says:

I don't know how you earned your Ph.D. in Chinese history.

This lady talked her youth differently in various interviews and in the book. One way to tell if she is lying is to see if her story is consistent in various interviews and in the book. We read the book and fortunately we can get full refund. We don't want the liar gets rich this way.

Since you already hold a professor position in Chinese history, you must be familiar about the document based history. Are you able to verify that

1. If a female teacher were quartered by four horses in Nanjing, between 1966 and 1976.
2. If anything news/articles were published in People's Daily in 1982 about female infanticide.
3. If in early 80's any Suzhou University officials inserted fingers into students vagina to verify their periods.

Any decent American university has a library with People's Daily dated back to the first day, I guess.

Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
69 of 75 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 11:18:14 AM PST

M. Y. says:

Your comment prompts me to suspect how your obtained your PhD degree in Chinese History from Princeton.

Posted on Feb 1, 2013 11:21:14 AM PST

Joe W. says:

It's so funny to see someone who got his/her PhD in Chinese history from an American university became a professor and is showing off this degree here. Most of Chinese know better their own stuff than this kind of person.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
46 of 53 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 11:26:07 AM PST

Tasmania Devil says:

Professor Erica Brindley is an Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies in Asian Studies in Department of History, Pennsylvania State University. I respect her achievement, but I have to tell you, Fu fooled you.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
31 of 35 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


In reply to an earlier post on Feb 1, 2013 11:27:07 AM PST

M. Y. says:

Are you Derek Fox's wife? Is Meimei Fox, co-author of this book, your daughter?

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
43 of 47 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 11:35:23 AM PST 
Last edited by the author on Feb 1, 2013 11:51:50 AM PST

Zhihua Chen says:

Wow. You should have disclosed that you are related to (Edit: my apologies) the co-author. OMG.

Well, I still trust that you, as well as most of the people here, would like to find out what the truth is.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
21 of 24 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 11:49:48 AM PST

Gao says:

Sister in law

http://www.aloha.net/~gfox/bio/

Galen has two grown children, Derek and MeiMei. Derek is currently
working in Pasadena and married to Ms. Erica Brindley. MeiMei is married
to Dale Fox and they live in Los Angeles, CA.

In reply to an earlier post on Feb 1, 2013 11:58:22 AM PST

Erica Brindley says:

Please read the book, and please avoid ad hominem attacks that attack people and their credentials instead of arguments. This book is not an account by a historian, but a personal memoir of someone who had been traumatized as a kid and wishes to share her experiences with the world. It took a lot of courage for someone who went through this to write it, and she may not have gotten her facts completely straight. She also speaks openly about many kind souls who served as courageous models for her in China, and I think she should be praised for that, not demonized by people who have not even read the book.

If you read the book, you will see that the things you mention are not at all central to it, and they may have been errors in memory, publishing errors (things lost in translation - this was written in English, with the help of an American writer who worked closely with Ping), and minor mistakes that may be corrected in the second publishing of the book. I know for a fact that Ping now thinks that the issue concerning the horses may have been something she has internalized as a memory because everyone in her 8-yr-old environment was talking in such a way. In other words, what is her memory is her memory - in good faith, not because she is a liar, not because she is trying to cash in on talking about her experiences (the book business in the US is abysmal, and she already has made her fortune), and not because she wishes to demonize China in any particular way. 

There have been many accounts of the horrors of the Cultural Revolution - every culture has atrocities with which it must come to terms. This is not news to anyone in the world, so I'm surprised that you all are so taken aback by it. Memoirs of what the Japanese did in Nanjing should not be slammed by Japanese nationalists trying to preserve a myth of what they think of their country. If you look carefully at what you are doing, it is almost like those Jews who speak out about their persecution in WWII Germany, who are then attacked by people who completely and utterly DENY the existence of the Holocaust. This is not a productive stance to take. Atrocities occur here in the US and all over the world, and it's in everyone's human interest to speak out against perpetrators of atrocities rather than back them. 

Please read the book - you may actually like it. My mother who is Chinese (from Zhejiang) LOVED it and is recommending it to all her relatives.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
12 of 81 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 12:01:30 PM PST 
Last edited by the author on Feb 1, 2013 12:02:53 PM PST

sar says:

You are a professor of Chinese History! - That is even worse because all your "credential" will be much misleading to young American - do more harm to America in the future.

If you are serious about the truth, why don't spend some time to learn from the Chinese-American with the same background as the author has to collect statistically sound info - there are so many out there, so easy to access... I can offer you a help.

Here is a comment from one of my classmates (Tsinghua University, 1977-82): "You can fool American as much as you want. You can fool the next generation as much you want. But we are still alive - too early to spill your lies without getting caught... "懵老美没问题，懵一下代也没问题;可咱们这帮人还活着呢，就跑出来懵事儿早了点。"

My concern is the willingness of American to be fooled by those kind of lies - Does it do America any good?!

In reply to an earlier post on Feb 1, 2013 12:01:33 PM PST

Tasmania Devil says:

WOW, that was quick!
Now Professor Brindley, please tell MeiMei to keep some distance from Ms Fu. I believe MeiMei just wrote with her fluent English based on whatever Fu told her. I don't blame you being fooled by Fu. You learn from the surroundings when you grow up and you've never encountered what we've encountered.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
23 of 26 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


In reply to an earlier post on Feb 1, 2013 12:09:48 PM PST

Xiaoping Nie says:

Could you please verify that if you are somewhat related to the co-author. If you are, then your point is biased.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
24 of 26 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


In reply to an earlier post on Feb 1, 2013 12:10:11 PM PST 
Last edited by the author on Feb 1, 2013 12:18:14 PM PST

Yanwen Shang says:

You are being too kind. I strongly doubt that Meimei only helped with polishing the language but not suggesting ways of twisting the stories so to make it more sensational and fit better the American readers' appetite. Much more likely is that the book is a fiction fabricated by both authors' imaginations, while Ping provided background materials about China and Meimei offered Hollywood level of fascinations.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
30 of 32 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 12:12:40 PM PST

Levy says:

from Biography of Galen Fox:
Galen has two grown children, Derek and MeiMei. Derek is currently working in Pasadena and married to Ms. Erica Brindley. MeiMei is married to Dale Fox and they live in Los Angeles, CA.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
18 of 21 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 12:15:41 PM PST 
Last edited by the author on Feb 1, 2013 12:23:03 PM PST

Guang says:

haha, "professor", you are quite funny. You said "what happened to some people in China during the Cultural Revolution". 
"to SOME people". Maybe. Question is, did they happen to Ms Fu? That's the difference between fiction and fact, truth and lie. If Ms Fu and her co-auther (your sister-in-law), put this book under the "Fiction" section, then I won't gave a damn.

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
In reply to an earlier post on Feb 1, 2013 12:17:58 PM PST

Erica Brindley says:

Boy, can we keep the discussion civil, please? I do not know you and do not mean you any harm. Also, you should know that people do not earn very much money from these types of books. Especially if they are "ghost writers," who just help people express more beautifully what they wish to express (I admire my sister-in-law greatly for being able to help out with this). What a cynical view of the world is reflected here in this discussion! I will not defend who I am or my credentials, especially since you all are more than willing to try to rip me apart, as you are Fu, without having even met us or spent some time with us or know the next thing about our agendas. Why you invest so much time going after your allies and friends (of China!), I do not know. It is certainly self-destructive and counter-productive. I know you think we in the West are all fooled by our media, by wily people like Fu, etc., but perhaps a little 反省 is also necessary here. Have you asked yourselves why you are so willing to denounce total strangers like me, and even erstwhile Chinese, like Ping Fu, without ever having read the book? It is a memoir! Peace.

Posted on Feb 1, 2013 12:18:18 PM PST

Tasmania Devil says:

Hi Professor Brindley,

We now know that you are somehow related to MeiMei, the co-author. You've just answered one of my question, 

1. If a female teacher were quartered by four horses in Nanjing, between 1966 and 1976?

The answer is that Ping admitted that she might mixed imaginations with facts when she was only 8 years old.

How about the 2nd and 3rd question:
2. If anything news/articles were published in People's Daily in 1982 about female infanticide.

3. If in early 80's any Suzhou University officials inserted fingers into students vagina to verify their periods.

I am a few years older than Ping and know first hand what happened then. I think that Ping is cashing in other people's suffering. I was buying the book for my children but after I read it, I decided not to let them read it, because it is a fiction not autobiography.

Posted on Feb 1, 2013 12:24:20 PM PST

H. Chen says:

http://history.psu.edu/directory/efb12

I am an intellectual and cultural historian of early China (500 BC to 200 AD). My interests include the philosophical and religious texts, cultural norms, and political cultures that were born and flourished during this time

Reply to this post
Permalink | Report abuse | Ignore this customer
11 of 13 people think this post adds to the discussion. Do you?  Yes No


Posted on Feb 1, 2013 12:26:00 PM PST

Guang says:

and "professor", Columbia University has quite a extensive collection of Chinese publications. All you need to do is go there and find the "article" that Ms Fu claimed she had published in the "People's Daily", and post a scanned image here.

【天下远见】索马里：民众生活不太坏
作者： 商群
2012-12-21 11:20:48来源：南方周末
http://www.infzm.com/content/84182
1991年1月，持续了22年的西亚德“革命社会主义”政权被推翻，索马里陷入内战中。在索马里境内，先后出现了多个政权，为了争夺合法性和对全国的控制，首都摩加迪沙是兵家必争之地。在首都所在的中南部，1991年2月，阿里·迈赫迪·穆罕默德成立“索马里共和国”，自任“临时总统”；1995年，当时的最强武装势力穆罕默德·法拉赫·艾迪德成立临时政府，自任“总统”……

在北部，1991年5月，卜杜拉赫曼·艾哈迈德·阿里·图尔宣布独立，成立“索马里兰共和国”，自任“总统”。在东北部，1998年，阿卜杜拉希·尤素福成立“邦特兰自治政府”，自任“主席”……

不过，上述政权并非得到国际社会的承认，从1991年开始，索马里在法理和事实上都处于无政府状态。2004年，在联合国的强力干预下，各武装势力代表通过《过渡宪章》，选举了索马里过渡联邦政府总统。不过，没有哪个武装势力愿意交出军队和实际控制权，受到国际社会承认的过渡联邦政府仅控制了首都附近的一小块区域，索马里仍处在无政府状态中。
显然，这里无政府（Anarchy）的定义不是没有任何政府或对居民征税的暴力组织，而是没有一个强有力的中央政府确保对索马里全国的有效控制，俾政令通畅、令行禁止。而且，从现实态势看，将来索马里即使全国统一的话，再也不可能回到中央集权和单一制的过去，联邦制是各地方武装势力能接受的最大公约数。
那么，无政府对索马里居民来说是一个纯粹的噩梦吗？索马里将为此付出停滞甚至倒退的代价吗？事情没有那么简单。
试以西亚德政权垮台的1991年与2011年对比。1991年人均GDP为210美元，2011年为600美元，二十年间几近翻一番半。预期寿命从46岁增为50岁；出生率从46人每千人降低为44；死亡率从19人每千人降低为16；新生儿死亡率从116人每千人降低为109。这意味着随着索马里经济的增长，其医疗水平也有一定程度提高。成年人识字率从24%增加为38%，意味着教育水平也在稳步提高中。
你或许会说，这是“后发优势”。索马里人均GDP600美元在非洲处于中上水平，与亚洲孟加拉国（638美元）相当。2011年，人均GDP比索马里低的非洲国家有：津巴布韦594，卢旺达562，坦桑尼亚548，几内亚比绍509，乌干达501，多哥459，莫桑比克458，几内亚448，中非436，厄立特里亚398，马达加斯加392，尼日尔381，埃塞俄比亚350，塞拉利昂326，马拉维322，利比里亚226，刚果（金）186，布隆迪180。
因此，如果后发优势是一个充分解释的话，这些非洲国家发展还不如索马里就不好解释了。如果把强大中央政府视为发展经济的必要条件的话，那许多有强大中央政府的非洲国家发展不如索马里也就不好解释了。
其实，索马里经济能发展起来的原因很简单，就在于自由，认为无政府就是天天打仗、就是混乱的观点，忽略了这种无政府包含着相当的经济自由的事实。
在索马里，个人安全成本是上升了的，特别是跨越不同武装势力控制的地区时，但在武装势力控制地区，大多数情况下是有秩序的。武装势力当然要在本辖区征税，以维持军事系统，但他们是没有精力承担什么社会职能的，亦没有兴趣搞什么福利政策、产业政策、劳工标准和环境标准等能扩大政府权限的事。这意味着整个经济体的自由度和弹性是相当高的，否则就很难理解为什么在缺乏政府介入的情况下，索马里的医疗卫生和教育能稳步提升。
或有人认为索马里的经济发展是因为索马里人热衷于做海盗、掠夺别国的财产。虽然海盗可视为索马里政府崩溃后的一个结果，但也不是一开始就有的。索马里海盗兴起于2005年，其宣称的最初动机为“防止国际船只窃取索马里附近海域的水产资源”，听起来挺爱国的，不过当手中有了武力可以对别国船只“执法”时，那就有动机收取赎金来弥补“执法经费不足”。
来自欧盟海军方面的数据显示，索马里海盗在2009年和2010年分别劫持了46艘和47艘，但随着各国海军在索马里海盗活动的海域加强巡航和越来越多商船配备了武装，劫持船只越来越难了，2011年索马里海盗创纪录地发动了176次袭击，只成功劫持了25艘船，2012年更惨，大半年只劫持了5艘。海盗对索马里GDP的贡献是可以忽略不计的。
从索马里的例子可以看出，经济自由，哪怕是产生于各武装势力忙于争权夺利而无暇顾及民间的隙缝，也可以有效地推动经济发展。没有强有力中央政府给索马里带来的无政府状态，既给予了索马里人经济自由，也塑造着未来的索马里国家形态：联邦制、地方分权与自治，这已经改变了并还将继续改变索马里人的生活。
【点评者说】在某种意义上，政府不干什么比干什么更重要。政府积极有为、大包大揽、乐善好施，不是没有成本的，必然以对经济和社会领域的干预和税赋为代价。强势政府进一步揽事和扩权的冲动在所难免，因此有必要接受监督和规范。所以，当各武装派别为了保存地盘而对经济无暇管制时，索马里人享受了在非洲国家还不普遍的经济自由，也算不幸之幸。
“玩牌”校长
熊丙奇 2012年07月24日

http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_46cf47710102e4b5.html
　7月22日，第八届“海峡两岸暨港澳地区大学校长论坛”在南京大学举行。然而，就在论坛进行时，一条网友微博被迅速传开，几小时被转发13000多次。微博说：今上午在南京大学举行的“海峡两岸暨港澳地区大学校长论坛”上（现正在进行），香港城市大学前校长张信刚正在精彩演讲中，会场上，浙江大学杨卫校长竟一直在用笔记本电脑玩牌。这个论坛的主题是“如何共同弘扬中华文化”。（相关报道见今日本报9版）

对于杨校长论坛玩牌，有网友予以理解：太累了，调剂一下又何妨？也有网友认为他是代中国大学教育“受过”，大家把对大学的不满情绪都发泄到他身上了。但在笔者看来，杨校长的行为就是放在办学质量不错的外国大学，也会遭到批评。因为无论从哪个角度来说，拿公款出差出席论坛，在他人发表演讲时，自己却沉浸在玩牌中，是不符合一个大学校长形象的。　　
首先，这是对演讲者的不尊敬，杨校长的做法，与此次论坛的主题“如何共同弘扬中华文化”形成鲜明的对照——你说你的，我玩我的。其次，这将为学生做出负面表率。近年来，大学课堂上，学生上课时玩手机、上网、听MP3者大有人在，这些行为都被认为上课不认真，现在有校长在论坛时玩牌，学生们也就可以理直气壮了——校长可以，我们为什么不可以？再次，如此高级别的论坛，校长都可如此不认真，那么，放在其他论坛上，与会者是不是也可以娱乐的心态参加？校长参加论坛玩牌，想必接下来也难以要求学校举行的论坛、会议，都开出实效来。

作为一所大学的校长，应该时刻注意自己的公众形象。通常来说，一个合格的校长，应该懂教育、懂得教育管理、有很强的社会活动能力。这就应该给公众以教育家、教育管理专家和社会活动家的形象。在论坛上玩牌，这与以上形象完全不符，而且颠覆了大家对大学校长高素质、有风度的传统认识，反过来还会破坏大家对其所在大学的印象，这可谓校长的失职。在国外，校长如果出现这种行为，大学理事会如果认真追究的话，校长还必须为自己的不妥当行为给大学造成的伤害，向公众和师生道歉。

市场越开放，粮食越安全
http://finance.ifeng.com/news/special/caizhidao114/
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 1  去年中国进口大豆大概5800万吨只生产1200万吨左右，反映中国粮食供应变得更安全
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 2  担心发生战争，美国会不卖粮食给中国是备战思维，天天做好要和全世界开战的准备
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 3  中国对非洲最不发达国家的商品免除关税，这是大好事，还应对最发达国家也免除关税
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 4  网友也呼吁政府保护蔗农很虚伪。广西的甘蔗为什么不好卖？就是这些网友挑剔的结果
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去年进口大豆5800万吨说明中国粮食更安全
进口大豆大概5800万吨而我们才生产1200万吨左右。以前我们老说中国以占世界7%的耕地养活了占世界22%的人口，现在我们还可以利用国外的耕地，中国人难道不是会活得更好吗？应该继续开放市场，继续扩大进口，更多利用国外的资源来让中国人活得更好

财知道：广西自治区副主席陈章良在博鳌论坛说虽然中国粮食连续9年增产，但去年中国进口的粮食也达到历史最高水平，进口大豆大概5800万吨而我们才生产1200万吨左右，他担心中国的粮食安全，你怎么看这个问题？

胡释之：他提供的这数据不是正反映出中国人的粮食供应变得更安全了吗？自己的粮食产量在持续增长，而且以前我们只能靠自己生产，靠自己的耕地，靠自己的农民，现在还可以靠进口，靠国外的耕地，靠国外的农民，双管齐下，这不是变得更有保障了吗？

以前我们老说中国以占世界7%的耕地养活了占世界22%的人口，现在我们还可以利用国外的耕地，中国人难道不是会活得更好吗？应该继续开放市场，继续减少关税扩大进口，更多利用国外的资源和技术来让中国人活得更好。开放市场，国外的生产者为了让他们自己活得更好，会铆足了劲让中国人活得更好。只有这样，全世界的产业和技术进步才跟中国人息息相关。如果不让进口粮食，美国粮食产量大增和中国人没啥关系，如果不让进口手机，苹果公司接下来是出iPhone5s还是直接出iPhone6也和中国人毫无关系。

财知道：但有人不同意，像北京新发地农产品公司董事长张玉玺就表示，以后美国会不卖粮食给中国。你怎么看这个说法？

胡释之：我不理解这是什么逻辑。人家怎么就会不卖粮食给你了？哪个农民种粮是为了自己吃的？哪个卖粮的不是愁销路？难道还会自绝财路？你见过有哪个开饭店的倒垃圾到自家饭店门口的？美国人最担心的恰恰应该是哪天中国人突然不买美国粮食了，毕竟他也不能逼中国人买。

财知道：可能是担心万一发生战争了怎么办？

胡释之：天天备战，天天做好要和全世界开战的准备，按他的思路，那就不只是粮食不能进口了，什么东西都得自给自足才行，用毛泽东的话说就是要“深挖洞，广积粮”。而且会觉得对国内的生产也要全面管制起来，以防止有不爱国分子把稀缺资源拿去大量生产非战备品。甚至还会觉得要回归全面计划经济才更安全点，虽然事实上是发达的市场经济国家才更有战斗力。

要抛弃战备思维，越开放才会越安全。美国要对中国开战？我想美国农民会第一个跳出来反对，“傲慢”的苹果公司也会跳出来反对，因为这会直接损害他们的切身利益。龙永图说他在北京奥运会开幕时感觉鸟巢是全世界最安全的地方，为什么？他说因为外国政要全坐在里头，各国的安保都在保护那个地方，中国通过开放成为了全球利益共同体。确实是这样，你中有我，我中有你，难道不是大大降低发生战争的可能性了吗？知道损害别人就会伤及自己，商业往来只会增强互信，让大家相互变得文明起来。相互依存度越高，就会越文明，战争可能性就会越低。

而且战争的必要性也降低了。很多战争图的不就是能自由通商吗？能自由通商了自然就没有战争的必要了。相反，搞贸易保护，阻止自由通商，就是在增加战争的必要性。所以说，自由贸易和和平是互为条件、互相促进的，就国内讲如此，就国际讲也如此。热爱和平？那就开放、开放、再开放，对内如此，对外也如此。

中国应对最发达国家商品也免除关税
不用外国商人就会要挟中国，肆意涨价。说起来是美国大豆，新西兰奶粉，但实际上他并不是一个人，而是成千上万拼得你死我活的企业，就等着对手出错，等着对手因为价不廉物不美被你抛弃后，好去补位呢。中国对非洲最不发达国家的商品免除关税，这是大好事，还应对最发达国家的商品也免除关税
财知道：但依存度太高了在商业上是不是会很危险，比如如果哪天中国完全不产大豆了，外国商人就会要挟中国，肆意涨价？

胡释之：香港产大豆吗？香港有奶牛和草原吗？为什么香港人不担心外国商人会宰他们？反倒内地客还要跑去香港买奶粉，觉得那是最能保障安全供应的地方？

财知道：但内地人更多，需求量更大。

胡释之：需求量越大才会越有保障，有更多的人穿丝袜，你才不用担心买不到丝袜。想让自己的怪癖变得更有保障？那就让个人的偏好成为公众的潮流。有些书绝版了，我找起来就很费劲。因为我很难说服大家都去买这书，书商自然就没有再版的动力。相反，有些书，像《旧制度与大革命》被王岐山高调推荐后，立刻脱销，但没几天你就不愁买不到了。

香港人少，为啥各种市场供应却很有保障？就因为香港是个转口港，大量商品并不只是为了满足香港人自己的需求，而是想通过香港转卖出去。要是因为受了点短期冲击，就不再甘心做港，比如对内地客限购，市场容量变小，香港人只会自讨苦吃，最后可能也得满世界找奶吃了。

内地就得天独厚了，自身就有这么大的消费群体，只要自己不把门关上，根本不用担心供应问题。你去饭店吃饭，你应该能比较明显地感觉到你去的人越多，点的菜越多，饭店的服务就会越热情，就会越怕得罪你，就会越怕你下次换别家吃。中国人口这么多，市场这么大，需求这么旺，全世界的供应商都是得想着法子巴结你这个大主顾，他们哪还敢要挟你啊？就连“傲慢”的苹果不是也低头了吗？

而且说起来是美国大豆，新西兰奶粉，但实际上他并不是一个人，而是成千上万拼得你死我活的企业，就等着对手出错，等着对手因为价不廉物不美被你抛弃后，好去补位呢。中国对非洲最不发达国家的商品免除关税，这是大好事，还应对最发达国家的商品也免除关税。市场越开放，竞争越激烈，你就越不用担心供应问题。只需要担心自己是不是在干最有比较优势的事，以可持续地提高自己的收入。

贸易保护防范的不是外国人，而是中国人
贸易保护防范的是什么？不是外国人，而是中国人自己，防范中国人自己去买便宜的外国货。为了少数中国蔗农的利益，不惜损害广大中国消费者的利益，这不一定很划算吧？恐怕只有站在蔗农的立场，把行业利益忽悠成国家利益，这交易才看起来很划算
财知道：但陈章良又说了一个观点，他说由于进口白糖的冲击，广西的甘蔗价格持续下跌，2200万蔗农的生计变得越来越艰苦，所以他说“为了救老百姓，请求政府少进口”。你怎么看？

胡释之：这是很偏狭的观点。亚当-斯密在《国富论》里说，“在任何国家，人民大众的利益总在于而且必然在于，向售价最廉的人购买他们所需要的各种物品。这个命题是非常明白的；费心思去证明它，倒是一种滑稽的事情。”没办法，我只好再干点这滑稽事。

一个巴掌拍不响，贸易也是这样，一定是有双方自愿参与，双方都觉得获利。显然，进口白糖促进了中国人民大众的利益，你不能说广大的消费者不是老百姓吧？中国人买外国糖，当然外国人也从中受益了，但我们初衷是为了自己受益。如果中国人自己不想买，外国人也拿你毫无办法，他卖不出没有买主的东西。

所以贸易保护防范的是什么？不是外国人，而是中国人自己，防范中国人自己去买便宜的外国货。为了少数中国蔗农的利益，不惜损害广大中国消费者的利益，这不一定很道德、很划算吧？恐怕只有站在蔗农的立场，把行业利益忽悠成国家利益，这交易才看起来虽可耻但很划算。

你再设想下，他如果被调去内蒙管乳业，是不是要呼吁香港政府对内地客限购更严点，一罐奶粉也不能带出香港？因为这样就更能防止中国人买外国奶，就能更好保护内蒙的乳业和奶农。蒙牛的总裁就说香港奶粉限购是中国奶企的机遇。

巴斯夏写过一个寓言，以蜡烛工的口吻给国会写了一个求救信，恳请议员制定法令把法国所有的窗户都关起来。为什么提这么匪夷所思的要求？理由是太阳用难以置信的低价对法国的照明生产商造成了毁灭性打击。“为了救老百姓，请求政府封杀太阳”。我们今天看到了现实版的蜡烛工。

网友呼吁政府保护蔗农很虚伪
网友也呼吁政府保护蔗农很虚伪。广西的甘蔗为什么不好卖？就是这些网友，这些精明的消费者挑剔的结果。作为消费者，他总是挑选他认为最物美价廉的东西买，他用行动抛弃了他认为物劣价高的东西，抛弃了广西的蔗糖。他要真想保护，他就得天天幼稚地去挑那些他认为最物劣价高的商品买
财知道：但广西的2200万蔗农怎么办？不用考虑他们的就业稳定问题吗？

胡释之：生产的目的是为了满足消费，就业的目的是为了创造价值，不是为了生产而消费，也不是为了创造就业而毁灭价值。这又是把手段当成目的了。有便宜的不让我买，非让我买你生产的贵玩意，理由是为了让你的工作看起来对我还有用。这不滑稽吗？到底是生产者为消费者服务，还是消费者为生产者服务？

而且稳住这样的低效就业是以牺牲其他的高效就业为代价。本来，我在吃糖上花的钱少了，在别的需求上可以花的钱就多了，就能引来更能创造价值的就业。现在却不行了。也就是说，贸易保护不但损害了广大国内消费者的利益，还损害了国内其他生产者的利益。

需要稳住的不是某个具体的工种，而是越来越有效率的资源利用方式，这样的就业才是越多越好，大家的生活才会因此越来越富裕。真要稳住干农业的劳动力数量的话，今天城市里的绝大多数人都得再来一次规模更巨大的上山下乡运动才行了。

要帮助蔗农，就不要再误导他继续低效率地种甘蔗，而是要让他直面现实，或是提高种甘蔗的效率，或是改种别的，或是进城打工干别的。农民工不都是这么来的吗？没谁规定广西的农民就只能务农。

财知道：陈章良说外国的农业有很多的补贴，而中国的补贴很少，这很不公平，你怎么看这个说法？

胡释之：对外国的纳税人来说，他们的政府拿他们的钱去补贴农民，进而补贴到中国消费者，是对他们利益的损害，这确实很不公平。该气愤的是外国的这些纳税人。但对中国消费者来说，应该很高兴才对吧？这难道不是天上掉馅饼吗？如果我们需要的所有商品都有外国纳税人进行大量补贴，都低价倾销到中国来，中国人该是笑得合不拢嘴才对吧？就像我们长年通过不让人民币升值对美国进行大量补贴一样，让美国消费者爽得不行。

财知道：很多网友也呼吁政府保护蔗农，你怎么看？

胡释之：这就更虚伪了。广西的甘蔗为什么不好卖？就是这些网友，这些精明的消费者挑剔的结果。作为消费者，他总是挑选他认为最物美价廉的东西买，他用行动抛弃了他认为物劣价高的东西，抛弃了广西的蔗糖。

他要真想保护这些所谓的弱势产业和幼稚产业，他就得天天幼稚地去挑那些他认为最物劣价高的商品买，这才是用付出真实代价的直接行动保护弱者。仅仅是呼吁政府用纳税人的钱去补贴，那真是得了便宜还卖乖，一方面在尽情享受着激烈市场竞争带来的物美价廉，一方面还想免费地让自己的同情心得到满足。

财知道：有些人是从长远战略角度考虑的，觉得国产粮食至关重要，你怎么看？

胡释之：觉得国产大豆很重要，你可以自己多去买国产大豆，加价去买国产大豆，一粒外国大豆也不买，东北农民的产豆积极性就会提高。觉得自己的购买力有限，改变不了什么，你就想办法耐心地说服大家。千万别说服不成就恼羞成怒，痛心于大家都没有你的战略眼光，要求政府去逼大家买国产大豆，这可不是讲民主的表现。

自由市场就是这样，只要是大家一致觉得重要的东西，一定是最不愁供应的。有些你看重的东西却产量很少，一定是因为别人并不觉得重要，他觉得他还有其他更重要的需求要优先得到满足。如果你发现这是大家都犯错了，众人皆醉你独醒，而大家早晚会醒悟过来，这就是你的发财机会来了。你就可以很顺利地在大家觉得不重要时低价买入，在大家醒悟过来觉得很重要时高价卖出。企业家和“奸商”就是专干这种纠错的事。所以只要有自由市场在，粮食安全可以放一万个心。说白了，只要大家都觉得粮食是最重要的，开发商把楼炸了重新种粮，也会变得可行和有利可图。不怕你觉得粮食最重要却无人生产，只怕你并不觉得粮食最重要。大饥荒从来不会发生在有自由和开放市场的国家，以后也不会。

胡释之系宏观经济学者
3. 考核题
课后研究报告
两部分：A: 在 1.中选做一题; 

        B:在 2. 3.或 4.中选做一题。
1. 从下面选一题进行分析，写一篇分析文章
· 部分ＧＲＥ分析写作考题 (GRE Argumentation test pool)
Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument.
———————————————

1. The following appeared in an editorial in the Mason City newspaper.

"At present, Mason City residents seldom use the nearby Mason River for any kind of recreational activity, even though surveys of the region's residents consistently rank water sports (swimming, fishing, and boating) as a favorite form of recreation. Since there have been complaints about the quality of the water in the river, residents must be avoiding the river because they think that it is not clean enough. But that situation is about to change: the agency responsible for rivers in our region has announced plans to clean up Mason River. Therefore, recreational use of the river is likely to increase, so the Mason City council will need to increase its budget for improvements to the publicly owned lands along the Mason River."

2. Claitown University needs both affordable housing for its students and a way to fund the building of such housing. The best solution to this problem is to commission a famous architect known for experimental and futuristic buildings. It is common knowledge that tourists are willing to pay money to tour some of the architect's buildings, so it can be expected that tourists will want to visit this new building. The income from the fees charged to tourists will soon cover the building costs. Furthermore, such a building will attract new students as well as donations from alumni. And even though such a building will be much larger than our current need for student housing, part of the building can be used as office space.

3. Typically, as people age, their bone mass decreases, making them more vulnerable to bone fractures. A recent study concludes that the most effective way to reduce the risk of fractures in later life is to take twice the recommended dose of vitamin D and calcium daily. The three-year study followed a group of French women in their eighties who were nursing-home residents. The women were given daily supplements of twice the recommended dose of vitamin D and calcium. In addition, the women participated in a light weightlifting program. After three years, these women showed a much lower rate of hip fractures than is average for their age.

4. The following appeared in a memo from the marketing director of Bargain Brand Cereals.

"One year ago we introduced our first product, 'Bargain Brand' breakfast cereal. Our very low prices quickly drew many customers away from the top-selling cereal companies. Although the companies producing the top brands have since tried to compete with us by lowering their prices, and although several plan to introduce their own budget brands, not once have we needed to raise our prices to continue making a profit. Given our success selling cereal, Bargain Brand should now expand its business and begin marketing other low-priced food products as quickly as possible."

5. The following is a memorandum issued by the publisher of a newsmagazine, Newsbeat, in the country of Dinn.

"Our poorest-selling magazine issues over the past three years were those that featured international news stories on their front covers. Over the same period, competing news-magazines have significantly decreased the number of cover stories that they devote to international news. Moreover, the cost of maintaining our foreign bureaus to report on international news is increasing. Therefore, we should decrease our emphasis on international news and refrain from displaying such stories on our magazine covers."

6. The following recommendation was made by the president and administrative staff of Grove College, a private institution, to the college's governing committee.

"We recommend that Grove College preserve its century-old tradition of all-female education rather than admit men into its programs. It is true that a majority of faculty members voted in favor of coeducation, arguing that it would encourage more students to apply to Grove. But eighty percent of the students responding to a survey conducted by the student government wanted the school to remain all female, and over half of the alumni who answered a separate survey also opposed coeducation. Keeping the college all-female, therefore, will improve morale among students and convince alumni to keep supporting the college financially."

7. The following is a letter that recently appeared in the Oak City Gazette, a local newspaper.

"Membership in Oak City's Civic Club — a club whose primary objective is to discuss local issues — should continue to be restricted to people who live in Oak City. People who work in Oak City but who live elsewhere cannot truly understand the business and politics of the city. It is important to restrict membership to city residents because only residents pay city taxes and therefore only residents understand how the money could best be used to improve the city. At any rate, restricting membership in this way is unlikely to disappoint many of the nonresidents employed in Oak City, since neighboring Elm City's Civic Club has always had an open membership policy, and only twenty-five nonresidents have joined Elm City's Club in the last ten years."

8. The following is a memorandum written by the director of personnel to the president of the Cedar Corporation.

"It would be a mistake to rehire the Good-Taste Company to supply the food in our employee cafeteria next year. It is the second most expensive caterer in the city. In addition, its prices have risen in each of the last three years, and it refuses to provide meals for people on special diets. Just last month three employees complained to me that they no longer eat in the cafeteria because they find the experience 'unbearable.' Our company should instead hire Discount Foods. Discount is a family-owned local company and it offers a varied menu of fish and poultry. I recently tasted a sample lunch at one of the many companies that Discount serves and it was delicious — an indication that hiring Discount will lead to improved employee satisfaction."

9. From a letter to the editor of a city newspaper.

"One recent research study has indicated that many adolescents need more sleep than they are getting, and another study has shown that many high school students in our city are actually dissatisfied with their own academic performance. As a way of combating these problems, the high schools in our city should begin classes at 8:30 A.M. instead of 7:30 A.M., and end the school day an hour later. This arrangement will give students an extra hour of sleep in the morning, thereby making them more alert and more productive. Consequently, the students will perform better on tests and other assignments, and their academic skills will improve significantly."

10. The following is a recommendation from the director of personnel to the president of Professional Printing Company.

"In a recent telephone survey of automobile factory workers, older employees were less likely to report that having a supervisor present increases their productivity. Among workers aged 18 to 29, 27 percent said that they are more productive in the presence of their immediate supervisor, compared to 12 percent for those aged 30 or over, and only 8 percent for those aged 50 or over. Clearly, if our printing company hires mainly older employees, we will increase productivity and save money because of the reduced need for supervisors. "

11. A recent study suggests that people who are left-handed are more likely to succeed in business than are right-handed people. Researchers studied photographs of 1,000 prominent business executives and found that 21 percent of these executives wrote with their left hand. So the percentage of prominent business executives who are left-handed (21 percent) is almost twice the percentage of people in the general population who are left-handed (11 percent). Thus, people who are left-handed would be well advised to pursue a career in business, whereas people who are right-handed would be well advised to imitate the business practices exhibited by left-handers.

12. Humans arrived in the Kaliko Islands about 7,000 years ago, and within 3,000 years most of the large mammal species that had lived in the forests of the Kaliko Islands had become extinct. Yet humans cannot have been a factor in the species' extinctions, because there is no evidence that the humans had any significant contact with the mammals. Further, archaeologists have discovered numerous sites where the bones of fish had been discarded, but they found no such areas containing the bones of large mammals, so the humans cannot have hunted the mammals. Therefore, some climate change or other environmental factor must have caused the species' extinctions.

13. The following appeared in a recommendation from the president of Amburg's Chamber of Commerce.

"Last October the city of Belleville installed high intensity lighting in its central business district, and vandalism there declined almost immediately. The city of Amburg has recently begun police patrols on bicycles in its business district but the rate of vandalism there remains constant. Since high intensity lighting is apparently the most effective way to combat crime, we should install such lighting throughout Amburg. By reducing crime in this way, we can revitalize the declining neighborhoods in our city."

14. The following report appeared in a memo from the vice president of the Southside Transportation Authority.

"We should abandon our current five-year plan to purchase additional buses to serve the campus of Southside University, because students there are unlikely to use them. Consider the results of the recent campaign sponsored by the Environmental Club at Southside University: in a program on the campus radio station, the club asked students to call in and pledge that they would commute to school by bus instead of by automobile at least one day per week. Only ten percent of the students called in and pledged. In view of the campaign's lack of success, we can assume that the bus service we currently offer will continue to be sufficient to serve the university."

2. 从下面选一题，写一篇论证你的观点的文章
· 部分ＧＲＥ论文写作考题 (GRE The Pool of Issue Topics)
Present your perspective on the issue below, using relevant reasons and/or examples to support your views.
1. "Important truths begin as outrageous, or at least uncomfortable, attacks upon the accepted wisdom of the time."

2. "Originality does not mean thinking something that was never thought before; it means putting old ideas together in new ways."

3. "Laws should not be rigid or fixed. Instead, they should be flexible enough to take account of various circumstances, times, and places."

4. "It is always an individual who is the impetus for innovation; the details may be worked out by a team, but true innovation results from the enterprise and unique perception of an individual."

5. "The function of science is to reassure; the purpose of art is to upset. Therein lies the value of each."

6. "The study of an academic discipline alters the way we perceive the world. After studying the discipline, we see the same world as before, but with different eyes."
3. 在报刊杂志上选取一个议题，写一篇论证你的立场的文章。下面是一些例子。
David Hitchcock 教授在2011年华中科技大学讲授批判性思维时给学生的写作选择题:

· 本校大学生入学就应容许带自己的电脑吗？
· 家庭暴力的主要原因是什么？
· 怎样改善中国的社会保障制度？
· 中国政府应该如何保障食品的安全？
· 怎样应对全球气候变暖？
· 如果应该缩小中国的贫富差距，怎么做呢？
· 学生应该每周做两次早锻炼吗？
· 如何消除我们国家的腐败？
· 为了达到和谐社会就应该屏蔽一些网站吗？
· 怎样做才能减少我国的吸烟人数呢？
· 怎样做才能减少我国的车祸呢？
· 我们真地拥有宪法上规定的那些权力吗？
· 日本地震引起的核泄漏会影响中国吗？如果会，怎样影响呢？
· 中国的税制应该改变吗，如果是，该怎样变？
· 年轻人该怎样防止近视？
· 如何减少市内或校内的交通拥挤现象？
· 应该将醉驾者入罪吗？根据什么量度限制呢？
· 中国应该废除死刑吗？
· 怎样做才能使我们经济更有竞争能力？
· 幻想和传说和我们的生活有什么关系？
· 所有学生都必须到教室来学习吗？
· 在动物上做实验是正确的吗？
· 最近的长江下游气候反常和三峡大坝的关系是什么？
· 有可能在中国的中学甚至小学教批判性思维课程吗？
其他选题：
·  文理分科好吗




·  大学学费是否应该上涨
·  大学生就业难的原因
·  学习环境和自身努力哪个更重要
·  物质待遇是否体现人才价值  


·  风水课是传统文化还是迷信
·  房地产价格是否总是上涨
 



·  越自由的市场越有效率
·  个人利益和群体利益是否可以两全

·  外行不能领导内行
4. 实例分析, 写一篇分析或论证你的立场的文章
（仅小部分列出原文，大部分需要按照链接在网上搜出原文阅读）
任志强再放炮:房子就像钻石戒指低收入者不该拥有
2010年03月11日 广州日报 
http://finance.people.com.cn/GB/11118106.html

任志强：只有极少数人希望把房价打下去 然后趁机捞一把

2010年02月28日凤凰网财经
http://finance.ifeng.com/hybd/special/yabulitenth/20100228/1868085.shtml

调查显示中国人不如10年前快乐 七大原因使得幸福感下降

2010/10/18  消息来源：中国新闻网
http://www.sinonet.net/news/china/2010-10-18/102576.html
科学家为什么想当官?

2010年08月09日 07:43:29 　来源： 人民日报
http://news.xinhuanet.com/politics/2010-08/09/c_12422685.htm
大学浮躁真是因为待遇"太差"吗？

2010年11月01日 16:38:39 　来源： 新华每日电讯
http://news.xinhuanet.com/school/2010-11/01/c_12726058.htm
蒲慕明：中国科学“病”在何处

点评施一公饶毅《科学》社论，并呼吁中国科学家自律

来源：《科学新闻》 发布时间：2010-12-7 12:18:23

作为一位在国内工作多年的外籍科学家，中科院神经科学研究所所长蒲慕明点评施一公和饶毅发表在《科学》杂志上的社论，并呼吁中国科学家自律.

中国科学的核心病症
“中国学术界缺乏严谨态度和创新精神是中国目前科学文化的核心问题，这需要科学家努力改变自己的科研态度和学术界的‘传统’。”
科学新闻：关于施一公和饶毅在《科学》杂志上发表文章所描述的中国科研体制，特别是经费分配的现状，你是否认同他们的观点？
蒲慕明：基于我过去十多年在中国科研机构工作的经验，他们把中国目前的科研体制文化归结为“浪费资源、腐蚀精神、阻碍创新”三句话，这是以偏概全的失实说法。在当前科技界的许多领域，中国正在进行很多高质量的、有创新性的科研工作。虽然有很多地方需要改进，但是我们应该注意的是，中国学术界缺乏严谨态度和创新精神是中国目前科学文化的核心问题，这需要科学家努力改变自己的科研态度和学术界的“传统”。这篇文章几乎没有提到这个核心问题，而只是简单地把所有问题都怪罪到经费的申请体制和通过“拉关系”来主导分配的现象。这是一种短视而且有偏见的看法。
同时我认为，两位来自中国最著名大学的年轻领军人物，在国际知名的学术刊物上用夸大失实、耸人听闻的方式来评价有关中国科学的现状，这是极其不恰当的。
我希望他们所描绘的“灰暗”的中国科学现状不会影响中国学生和青年科学家回国或继续留在国内工作的决心。
科学新闻：目前中国经费申请体制是否存在不公正？“拉关系”对中国科学家的生存是否是必需的？

蒲慕明：首先，圈内的每个人都同意：虽然近几年有关经费分配的改进工作一直在进行，但是速度缓慢，需进一步完善。

我们确实存在大量的资源被浪费的情况：太多的资源投给少数几个精英实验室；太多的昂贵的高端仪器没有被很好的使用；太多的资源注入低水平的没有什么产出的实验室。另一方面，我从未听说过任何一个有产出的科学家（根据国际标准而定义）在中国没有得到很好的资助。与此相反，我知道很多水平相当的科学家在美国却没有得到资助。让我们一起环顾一下目前在中国所有的科研单位里成功的年轻科学家（特别是那些新当选的中科院院士），不管是国内成长的还是从海外回来的，他们的成功难道都是靠他们与一些重要科学家或官员“拉关系”吗？答案显然是否定的。
 

科学家当自律
 
“除非科学家自己在参与制定项目指南及项目评审过程中能够严于律己，否则任何经费分配体制都无法运行好。”
 
科学新闻：你认为应如何更好地制定大项目指南以及组织和管理大项目？
蒲慕明：对于制定组织大项目的指南，目前国家科技部、基金委等相关机构主要是依靠相关领域的领军科学家，通常是院士及其他资深的科学家。鉴于各个研究领域中有经验、有成就的科学家的匮乏，现在的做法是合理的。这些科学家制定的指南是否会有利于他们自己或者个人青睐的实验室，这完全取决于这些科学家们的自律和道德，这是任何经费分配体制要运行好的最基本要求。除了这些领域内公认的领军科学家外，还有谁可以起草这些指南呢？那些在中国尚未积累足够经验、还未在国内有成就的新海归吗？
事实与施一公和饶毅所描述的相反。我发现生命科学领域大项目的指南通常都非常好。这些指南都是领军科学家经过广泛地、深思熟虑地讨论。最近生命科学的大项目“蛋白质科学”将在未来十年稳定资助大量的生物学家，研究蛋白质和蛋白质复合物的结构和功能。

在大项目的执行和评审过程中，科技部、基金委早就制定了详细的管理办法，以及严格的验收方案，包括项目评审过程中的保密制度。之所以出现这样那样的问题，很大程度上是因为部分参加这些项目评审的科学家缺乏“自律”而造成的。我不知道过去有多少这些大项目的审评专家在参加评审会之前，认真看了这些项目的申请书和进展报告等，并且会前就认真起草好了评审意见（还记得陈进汉芯片造假事件吗）。事实上，现在评审私下惯用的操作方法是，被评者事先起草评审意见供专家修改，而评审专家一般只是简单地很快地修改一些语句而已。如果我们科学家自己不认真、严谨地做好评审工作，那国家相关部门又怎能控制这些项目执行的质量呢？
科学新闻：当下中国，怎样才能尽快地让科学家形成自律？
蒲慕明：责怪体制而不检讨自己是一件最容易的事，尤其是那些认为他们应该在更好的环境下成长的年轻人。是的，这个社会有很多不公平的地方。但是我们是否扪心自问过，为了改变不公正，我们除了抱怨之外，有没有为改变社会的不公正做点什么？我们是否在一定程度上助长了（甚至制造了）这些不公平？我注意到有很多已经得到非常好资助的年轻科学家并不满意，因为其他“不怎么样”的科学家获得了更好的资助。很多科学家非常清晰地知道什么是对的，什么是错的，但是就是“不能”说正确的话、做正确的事。

一个典型的例子就是去年一件学术不端事件，一位研究人员被发现好几篇学术论文中有伪造数据的不端行为（包括他在国外做博士后期间完成的论文），这一事实被国际著名学术杂志的编辑指出，并被上海一个科研机构的独立调查委员会完全证实。令人震惊的是，今年他申请的国家自然基金委员会的重点项目居然通过了由国内外（海外华人科学家占1/3至1/2）同行组成的专家评审，其中包括不少知道这件学术不端事件的来龙去脉的专家。更为令人费解的是，就在他以前所在的工作单位公布其不端行为后的几个月，中国一个学会居然邀请他主持该学会年会的一个报告会，而会议上却没有一个同行提出抗议。当我们中间有人严重地损害了中国科学的声誉时，中国科学家站起来捍卫真理的道德标准和勇气哪里去了？
除非我们科学家自己在参与评审过程中能够严于律己，否则任何经费分配体制都无法运行好。http://news.sciencenet.cn/htmlnews/2010/12/241185-1.shtm
科技经费攀升难掩院士忧心 投钱再多也是糟蹋？

2010年11月04日 08:50　来源：中国青年报
http://www.chinanews.com.cn/gn/2010/11-04/2632908.shtml

百万年薪能养出“纯学术”的教授吗
2010年11月02日 10:58:56 　来源： 钱江晚报
http://news.xinhuanet.com/comments/2010-11/02/c_12728915.htm
专家热议曹操墓折射中国学术公信力下降？

2010年01月07日 14:31　来源：中国新闻网　
中新网安阳1月7日电　题：谁请专家，专家替谁说话？
http://www.chinanews.com/cul/news/2010/01-07/2059606.shtml
临产孕妇拒签字医院强行剖宫救人 人情与法理孰轻孰重

2010年12月04日 19:42:54 　来源： 中国广播网

http://news.xinhuanet.com/society/2010-12/04/c_12848047.htm

孕妇拒签字医院强行剖宫救命引发争议

2010年12月04日 06:28:32 　来源： 广州日报
http://news.xinhuanet.com/2010-12/04/c_12846368.htm
选择“标准答案”，才能维护老师“权威”？

http://bbs.home.news.cn/2011-01/26/c_121027139.htm
用法治堤坝阻挡道德滑落
2011年04月19日 11:01:33 　来源： 人民日报海外版
http://opinion.people.com.cn/GB/14422902.html
传承文化该不该“原汁原味”

李宝元 2011年01月08日10:33    来源：人民网-《人民日报海外版》
http://culture.people.com.cn/GB/13682295.html
彭富春:在国学教育中许多人没有区分精华和糟粕

2011年03月15日00:23    来源：人民网-《人民日报》
http://2011lianghui.people.com.cn/GB/214382/14142886.html
九成网友认为国学教育“毒害论”有失偏颇

2011年03月07日 14:23　来源：长沙晚报
http://www.chinanews.com/cul/2011/03-07/2888644.shtml
一个教籍仅4年道士，为何尊为“神仙”

http://bbs.wforum.com/guns/bbsviewer.php?trd_id=78429
关于李一道长

http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_53d8df820100lgct.html?tj=1
我们所有的努力就是为了获得特权

2010/9/4  消息来源：南方周末
http://news.163.com/10/0903/18/6FM5UNID00012Q9L.html
不要因噎废食（体坛走笔）

刀 口 《 人民日报海外版 》（ 2011年02月18日   第 13 版）
http://paper.people.com.cn/rmrbhwb/html/2011-02/18/content_748551.htm
争鸣：“冷血护士”因言获罪你开心吗

罗  军2011年02月28日 10:35:00 　来源： 新华网
http://news.xinhuanet.com/comments/2011-02/28/c_121129100.htm
争鸣：农民工收入比大学生高合理吗 

大学生收入低于农民工说明什么

http://news.xinhuanet.com/comments/2011-03/01/c_121132588.htm
大学生收入低于农民工根本问题在于产业结构

http://news.xinhuanet.com/comments/2011-03/01/c_121132588.htm
农民工“抢手”与大学生“过剩”
http://news.xinhuanet.com/comments/2011-03/03/c_121143412.htm
政协委员建议恢复繁体字获网友声援

2011年03月05日 04:58　来源：京华时报
http://www.chinanews.com/cul/2011/03-05/2885739.shtml
女委员语出惊人：农村孩子不宜入大学
信息时报    2011-03-08 07:29:46
http://hi.baidu.com/%B8%B7%D0%C2%D1%A7%C8%CB/blog/item/1cf7a28d413c9c6b9f2fb498.html
专家激辩看病难看病贵：民营医院解禁或难解症结
2011-01-28 15:22 解放网-每日经济新闻

http://finance.huanqiu.com/roll/2011-01/1470869.html
网传反映中国看病贵现状 过度医疗屡禁不止
2011-04-14 09:26 人民日报
http://finance.huanqiu.com/roll/2011-04/1628395.html
政协常委称仇官倒霉的是老百姓 追求绝对公平不现实

http://finance.ifeng.com/news/special/2011lianghui/20110311/3628177.shtml
http://finance.ifeng.com/news/special/2011lianghui/20110311/3628178.shtml
母亲跪爬千米救病女原来是炒作！‏
http://gongyi.people.com.cn/GB/14232472.html
http://www.voc.com.cn/article/201103/201103270825308641.html 

如此师道？北师大教授：40岁没4000万别来见我
2011-04-06 09:53:37
http://news.qq.com/a/20110406/000146.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/edu/2011-04/07/c_121274905_2.htm

创收无止境? “年薪制”能否把教授拉回讲台
2011年11月08日 07:47:04 　来源： 中国青年报 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/edu/2011-11/08/c_122248015.htm
李稻葵炮轰个税草案：个税体制设计极其简陋 甚至弱智
http://finance.ifeng.com/money/special/gstz/20110503/3975240.shtml

修订个人所得税法利国惠民
http://news.xinhuanet.com/comments/2011-05/12/c_121406703.htm
调查称：北京上海广州居民社会信任度仅过及格线
http://news.sina.com.cn/c/2011-05-05/013722406393.shtml

抗争五年战胜癌症的女教授
http://www.news365.com.cn/wxpd/ds/sz/201103/t20110309_2978409_5.htm
专家：雷锋走下神坛是社会进步 学雷锋日被淡忘

2010年03月05日 10:03　来源：大众网-齐鲁晚报
http://www.chinanews.com.cn/cul/news/2010/03-05/2153441.shtml

政协委员：过去十多年，中国青少年越来越脆弱

2010年03月05日 09:10　来源：中国青年报　
http://www.chinanews.com.cn/edu/edu-xljt/news/2010/03-05/2153091.shtml
禁烟令下烟民照吸不误 “控烟”执法仍需强化
2011-05-03 11:03  人民日报
http://china.huanqiu.com/roll/2011-05/1666971.html
